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T HE 


Tux following ſheets are 


humbly offered to the Public, 


under a full conviction, that amidſt 


the variety of this kind of writin g 


ſo conſtantly publiſhed, little or 
nothing of incident or character 


but 


ah 


. s. * 


11 0 0 * "nal 0 

a far ſuperior manner; yet the 
Author truſts, that as ſome of 
the characters introduced in her 
book are not entirely fctitious, 
nor the heroine of her ſubject 
exempt from the common frailties 
of human nature, ſhe humbly 
hopes for the candour of thoſe 
who may honour it by their 
perutal, | and for their favorable 
conſtructions upon this production 


of her . 


CHAP. 1. 


Major SPENCER was the ſe- 
cond ſon of a Baronet in the North of 
England. His elder brother, who 
ſucceeded to the title and eſtate, diſ- 
graced the firſt by his diſſipated con- 
duct, and conſumed the latter by his 
extravagance and folly. 


The Major, who was named Wil- 
liam, had gained that rank in the 
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army, not ba. any exertions of fs | 
family or friends, but by an almoſt 
unexampled uniformity of integrity 
and valour; and had received a 
wound in his breaſt, in the late war 
with America, which, from having 
been unſkilfully managed, was at 
times very painful, and threatened a 
premature diſſolution. 


There was likewiſe a younger bro- 
ther, who was in the church, and 
had ſucceeded to a ſmall living in 
Lancaſhire. He was a man of learn- 
ing and probity, and though refined 
in his manners and elegant in his per- 
ſon and appearance, yet going to re- 
ſide upon his living before he had 
formed a ſuthcient knowledge of the 
world to n art from inno- 
1 Cence, 
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cence; he fell a victim to the allure= 
mietits- of a handſome girl, who was 
his domeſtic; and notwithftanding his 
good ſenſe and even his pride revolted 
. againſt the idea, his heart was ſo cap- 
tivated, that he made her his wife 
an act no ſooner completed than re- 
pented of : for ſhe was a compound 
of art and vulgarity, which ſhe had 
ſo completely diſguiſed, as to appear 
the ſoft timid virgin, dreſſed in the 
garb of innocence and fimplicity, 
fuch as the poets repreſent” as neceſ- 
fary* to complete the happineſs of 
retirement. She knew the ſoftneſs of 
his nature, and was no ſooner inveſted 
with the honors of matrimony, than 
ſhe gained ſuch an aſcendency over 
him, as to aſſume inſufferable airs ; 
——— by her arrogance and folly, 
Bs | a 
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all thoſe neighbours, who, on his 
account would otherwiſe have paid 
her ſome a attention. 


Thus were the early days of Mr. 

5 George Spencer overclouded; and ex- 
cluded from that ſociety, which when 
deprived of domeſtic comfort, might 
in ſome degree mitigate, and afford 
conſolation, and finding himſelf diſ- 
appointed in the deareſt hope of life, 
he had recourſe to his books, and in 
a ſhort time ſunk into that kind of 
apathy, which a total ſecluſion. of 
every intereſting object too Ee 
decuß ons. | 


It was ſoon after this period, that 
Major Spencer returned from Ame- 
rica. With mortification he heard 
that 
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that his eldeſt brother, Sir Robert, 
had left the kingdom for debt that 
the family eſtate had been ſold, and 
great part of the money expended at 
New-Market — and that the ſmall 
portion appropriated out of it for his 
younger brother and himſelf, was in 
the hands of a Jew. | 


With concern alſo he heard of the 
imprudent match his brother George 
had made, nevertheleſs he reſolved. to 
go into Lancaſhire and pay him a viſit; ; 
hoping at leaſt there to find comfort 
and happineſs, though unaccompanied 
by ſplendor or even affluence. But 
here too, alas l he met with diſap- 
pointment; his brother's ſpirits were 
de preſſed—he looked conſi cious of his 
folly, =and the glow of joy which 

B 3 lighted | 


== — yes 


4 
* 
43 
. 
A 
N 
JF 
il 
a 
_ 
F 
-# 
© . 
7 
- AY 
F 3A 
_ 
1 
+ 
_ 
1 
he 
5 
3 
7 
_ 
. 
„ 
5 
1 
$ A 
=— 
3 
bY - 
* 
OS 
ws 
3 
4 
_ 
Ec 
' 
_ 


6 ELIZABETH. 


lighted up his countenance on his 
brother's firſt approach, was ſoon 
overclouded and loft in filent gloom ; 
and the Major became ſo diſguſted 
with the ignorance and vulgarity of 
his new fiſter, that he conſidered his 
brother's marriage as a real misfor- 
tune, and making his viſit a ſhort one, 
he formed the determination of never 
marrying any woman that was not 
well born, and faſhionably educated. 


With this reſolution he returned to 
London, where he ſoon got introduced 


into the gay and higher circles. His 


perſon was of that fine proportion 
which at once commands reſpect and 
admiration; his education had been 
liberal, and his knowledge of the 
world extenſive; his heart was a com- 

| poſition. 
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poſition of all the virtues; -it glowed 
with an enthuſiaſm of warmth, and 
umiverſal benevolence, and he was too 
much inclin'd to think favorably of 
mankind in general. He conceived 
love to be the firſt paſſion of the ſoul, 
and to meet with an object at once 
capable of feeling and inſpiring this 
ſoft paſſion with an equal degree of 
fervor, was his ardent purſuit. 


Theſe ſentiments may be carried 
too far, and in this caſe certainly were; - 
for he annexed a kind of divinity to 
women of delicacy, and {ſuppoſed them 
incapable of deceit or fraud. Theſe 
opinions were indeed the rock upon 
which this unfortunate man loſt all his 
peace; for had he been better ac - 
quainted with the arts practiced by 
| B4 women 
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women in general, and particularly 
thoſe who try every means to make 
their fortunes, — or had he loved mo- 
derately, and been content with a 
moderate return, his choice had pro- 
bably been better directed, and his 
feelings leſs acute. Vet a cool lover 
cannot be an object of regard for the 
fair females of the preſent age, and 
with Major Spencer's ſentiments, 
joined to manners and addreſs alto- 
gether elegant and unexceptionable, 
it is eaſy to ſuppoſe that he would not 
long ſeek candidates for his affections, 
for he was n to be al to be 
ps e | 


It i well 1 that there are a 
fet of females who move in almoſt all 
the modern circles, who leave no art 

f | | untried 
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untried to gain a certain eſtabliſhment;. 
and in order to ſecure a huſband who 5 
can make them a good. ſettlement, 
affect manners and adopt ſentiments 
not of their own, but according to 
thoſe of the man of whom they with to | 
make a conqueſt, and have art ſuf- 
ficient to make ben appear as their 
own. 


Such were the talents and + good 
management of Miſs Eliza Clavering, 
ſiſter to Lady Woodville. Theſe two 
ladies were left orphans, — their laſt 
ſurviving parent, a widow, with a 
good jointure, died as ſhe was going 
to deal a pack of cards. Educated in 
the moſt faſhionable ſtyle, with very 
ſmall fortunes, nothing remained but 
to make the beſt market of youth and 

beauty, 
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beauty, the latter of which they had 
both a very competent ſhare of. In 
this the eldeſt ſoon ſucceeded, by 
marrying Sir Charles Woodville, a 
young and wealthy Baroner, and her 
ffler having no other ene reſided 
with them. 9 


AIs Eliza Clavering finding her 
ſiſter had married ſo advantageouſly, 
made no doubt bat ſhe ſhould advance 
her fortune as well, if not better; and 
as ſhe poſſeſſed a larger ſhare of beauty 
than her ſiſter, ſhe could not but ſup- 
poſe that her attempts would be 
crowned with a proportion of ſucceſs 
equal to her charms. Indeed nothing 
leſs than an Earldom ſhe thought 
could poſſibly await her; —but after 
exhibiting herſelf for two winters at 
| the 
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the Opera - ſhewing herſelf at all the 
faſhionable places of reſort and find- 
ing no coronets offered to be laid at 
her feet, ſhe began to form more 
humble views, and even a commoner 
might have been favoured with her 
ſmiles. Another winter ſtill lowered 
her ambition, and finding the men 
were not given to marriage, and 
beauty growing more and more cheap. 
due adopted another ple. 


1 
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Miss CEAVERING had fo well 
ſtudied the art of conqueſt, as to fi igh 
with the plaintive and laugh with the 
gay. She could, wich the niceſt care, 
modulate her manners to the turn of 
character moſt admired by the perſon 
. who addreſſed her; it cannot therefore 
be tnatter of ſurpriſe, that after Major 
Spencer had been in her company a 
few times, pleaſed with the beauty of 

* 
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her perſon, and judging by her con- 
verſation and opinions, of the virtues 
of her mind, he ſhould be extremely 
captivated, and fall an eaſy victim to 
her allurements. 


1 She had 8 ſifted his cha- 
rater, and diſcovered. by what par- 
ticular mode of thinking he was go- 
verned, and adapted her ideas and 
wiſhes ſo exactly conſonant to his 
own, that ſhe, now languiſhed for re- 
tirement in ſome charming country 
village, far from the tumult of noiſe 
and folly; where, ſecluded from the 
world, ſhe could live but for the part - 
ner of her love, in dividing; the cares 
of domeſtic feliciry —ſoothiog,, the 
brow of care and Fami with 


rapturous 


; I4 
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rapturous joy the e of rural 
retirement. 


With ſuch ſentiments as theſe the 
Major was delighted 5 he had been 


reading | Pammond's Love Elegies, 


and was convinced, that in Eliza 
Clavering, he had diſcovered the 


Delia of his fondeſt wiſhes. All he 


feared was a refufal on her part, from 


the ſmallneſs of bis fortune, and his 


being ſo utterly incapable of offering 
ſuch a ſettlement as her rank in life 


might expect, and to waich her 


eharms gave her ſo juſt a claim. This 
impediment was however ſoon ob- 
viated, by the death of a relation of 
his mother's, an officer who had ſerv'd 
under the Duke of Cumberland in 


the year 1745. He died worth more 


than 
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than ten thouſand pounds, to which 


the Major's eldeſt brother, the Ba- 
ronet, was the heir at law; but the 
old veteran had conceived ſo ſtrong 
an attachment to all who had engaged 
in military employments, and had 
befides heard ſo bad a character of 
Sir Robert, that he made his will 


entirely in favour of the Major, and, 
excepting a few legacies, left him che 


whole of his fortune. 


If Miſs Clavering was, before this 
acquiſition of fortune, ambitious of 
obtaining the heart of the Major, how 
much more deſirable an object was 
he now become? -“ She ſhould not 
cc then be con fined te a mere domeſtic 
wife, ſhe. ſhould be many degrees 


above that fuſty character; and 


„ ſhould 
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ſhould move in a ſphere to which 


ſhe properly belonged, and for 
which ſhe was born; nay, ſhe might 
in time have a title, as Sir Robert 
was unmarried.” 


« She was now really in love 
the Major was certainly handſome, 


well bred, and had an uncommon 


fine perſon, and his judgment 
could by no means be-queſtioned, 


ſince he had in ſo particular a 


manner diſtinguiſhed her.” — In 


ſhort he was the man of all others 
ſhe ſhould prefer; and as ſne fancied 
herſelf violently in love with him, he 
was in reality ſo with her, prelimina- 
ries were therefore ſoon agreed on, and 
the match was concluded. The Ma- 


jor hired a ſmall houſe at a beautiful 


village 
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village in the county of S——, hi- 
cher, after their union, he retired up- 
on half pay. 


It muſt be left to fancy, or to a, 
more able pen, to deſcribe the beauty 
of the woods, the lawns, &c. which 
contributed to render this retirement 
charming. The deſcription of theſe 
{ſcenes not being my deſign, my rea- 


ders muſt ſupply, from their own fer- 


tile imaginations, what is here defi- 
c:ent; and if chey cannot readily form 
a paradiſe, I muſt refer them to ſome 
of our modern novel writers, who have 
filled whole pages with this enchanting 
ſcenery. Suffice it to ſay, that neatneſs 
and ſimplicity united to render their 
abode both pleaſant and commodious; 

Vol. I. "2K - "=. 
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and that a e git no Eden ever 
ae 


The Major, bleſſed with the object 
Of his fondeſt wiſhes, was really happy 
and content; and the bride either fan- 
cied or affected to be ſo. With ſuch 
a proſpect what but felicity muſt 
enſue? - Vet the joys of mortals are to 
be limited, and it is not here we are to 
| as * n We 


The Major had FORE a 8 of 
paſſing through life not alrogether 
conformable to the ideas of his lady. 
The theory indeed ſhe pretended to 
admire, but the practice ſhe thought 
difficult; ſome rules of economy he 


wiſhed to be nicely obſerved, that 


order and method it precede and 
produce 
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produce hoſpitality with eaſe and ele- 
gance. He had likewiſe that juſt and 
high ſenſe of religious duties which 
every man of underſtanding muſt wiſh 
to inculcate, and throughout his fa- 
mily have ſtrictly obferved— but, 
alas! his lady had never been taught 
them. | | 

It was with pain that the Major ob- 
ſerved, whenever he gently recom- 
mended any of the abovementioned 
duties, his wife would liſten to them; 
but inſtead of ſeeming happy to be 
better inſtructed, would give him a 
ſort of {mile of contempt, or change 
the ſubje& to ſomething extremely 


. frivolous. It was in theſe moments 


that the Major felt ſomething like 


unhappineſs ; but he would ſcarce al- 
C2 low 
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low it a thought, and never permitted 
the idea to dwelt for a moment. He 
made great allowances for her mode 
of education, and as ſhe appeared to 
Have good- nature as: well as good 
ſenſe, he had no doubt but that time, 
and his tender aſſiduities, would ren- 
der her all his fondeſt wiſhes could 
expect; —and it was with the moſt 
affect ionate delight, that he faw him- 
ſelf likely to become a father. A 
thouſand nameleſs and pleaſing ſo- 
licitudes were united with that pa- 
gental tie; and he looked forward to 
that hour which ſhould preſent him 
with this pledge of his Eliza's love 
with the fondeſt anxiety. $0 


In leſs than. a year after their mar- 


rage, he was in poſſeſſion of this 
wiſhed 
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= wiſhed for treaſure, and the ſmiles of 
an infant daughter | promiſed in- 
creaſing comfort and fatisfaftion. . 
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* This little dau ohter was named? * 
XZ Elizabeth,' and it was the Major's - 
expreſs deſire that the might be call'd 
by that plain name, and not by any 
of thoſe unmeaning appellations and 
quaint abbreviations. which ſo often 
diſguiſe it. Mrs. Spencer, it is true, 
XZ had always been called Eliza, but 
that was not by his directions; and he 
had often obferved, that a romantic 
| name had given a romantie turn of 
"Z thinking to the perſon who bore it; 
| as for inſtance, plain Elizabeth might 

3 undertake and perform a thouſand 
1 good, ſenſible, and profitable actions, 
under which the languid, tender 
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Eliza muſt be ſuppoſed to faint, or 
could never be expected to engage in. 


So far this digreſſion is offered to 
the name of the young Elizabeth, 
whoſe early days were not diſtin- 
guiſhed by any particular ſigns of her 


promiſing to be ſuperior to the reſt of 


the Elizabeths that have acted upon 
the theatre of life ſo many years be- 
fore her. She was doubly endeared to 
her father, from her mother ſeeming 
rather deficient in that fondneſs ſo 
univerſally annexed to the tender 
name. She could by no entreaties be 
prevailed upon to give it that ſuſ- 
tenance which nature has fo kindly 
provided. Not from any indiſpo- 
ſition that might (and ſometimes does) 
prevent this firſt of duties; but becaule 
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ſhe did not like the the trouble. 
What, when ſhe was engaged with 
© company, or wifhed to drefs for a 
« viſit, the ſqualling brat would in- 
c terfere; —no, neither her ſiſter or any ; 
© of her acquaintance ever engaged 
e jn ſuch a ſtupid taſk.—She would 
ce ſee that the child was properly at- 
„ tended, and when it could ſpeak. 
& and be entertaining, ſhe ſhould like 
6 it very well; but *till that time ar- 
6 rived, ſhe could find no amuſement 
„in ſuch a little ſenſeleſs lump of 5 

5s exiſtence.” 


Such ſentiments as theſe gave the 
Major's heart many a ſevere pang; 
and he reſolved to watch over the 
little Elizabeth with unremitting care 
and attention. RA nc ona 
C 4. CHAP. 
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Aa about this time, that 
Eord Veremont (whoſe ſeat was in 
the vicinity of the village in whicit | 
Major Spencer lived) came into the 
country. He was: one of thoſe diſ- 


fi pated young noblemen whoſe plea+ 


tures: know no bounds, and who re- 
gard no conſideration in competition 
with their own gratifications, He had 

„ | | been. 
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Y been an ITO of Sir Robert Spen- 
3 | cer's, though his fortune being very 
A large, he had not, ** _— yet de- 
4 ranged it. 


Wich a man of Lord Veremont's 
turn of mind, it could not be ſup- 
poſed Major Spencer would form any 
great intimacy; and it was not till 
after having met him at ſeveral places 
that he would viſit him. However, as 
he by no means wiſhed to be thought 


a ſtarched fellow, who feared to be 


contaminated by the bad morals of 
another, he paid Lord Veremont a 
viſit, and ſoon aſterwards they met at 
a ball in the neighbourhood, where 
Lord Veremont was Mrs. Spencer's 


n with whom he had been AC» 
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quainted three years before,” in 
6 


Airs Spencer was a little woman, 
but very elegant and finely propor- 
tioned, her face was beautiful, and 
the regular life ſne had paſſed in the 
retirement of the country for near two 
years, had much contributed to that 
high glow of health; which forms a 
luxuriance of blooming beauty, = 
once charming and captivating. She 
was univerſally admired, and it could 
not be matter of wonder that Lord 
Veremont, whoſe taſte was confined 
to perſonal charms only, ſhould be at- 
tracted by fuch an aſſemblage of 
them. He paid her every attention, 
and loaded her with compliments 
which were all well received; and it 
5 was 
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| YI vas eaſy to foreſee that his Lordſhip 
would be a frequent viſitor at Major 
IF Spencer's—indeed much more ſo than 
was perfectly agreeable to the fond 
huſpand. But as he hated to be 
| thought a jealous one, and wiſhed his 
wife to be adviſed more by her own 


prudence and judgment, than by leſ- 
ſons of caution: from him, he en- 
deavoured to ſuppreſs even obſerva- 
tion; until Mrs. Spencer's conduct 
became ſo very glaring, that ſuſpicion 
could no longer be lulled aſleep.— 
Whenever Major Spencer returned 
from a ride or viſit, he was always ſure 
to find Lord Veremont, on his return, 
with Mrs, Spencer; who ſeemed to 
have loſt all affection for her huſband, 
as well as for the little Elizabeth, who 
was never brought into the parlour 

| but 
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"6 IEP to rub off the- ruſt they had 


but with the fruit after dinner, - and 


whoſe dawning underſtanding was 


never directed or ſuperintended by a 
mother's careful attention, nor her 


innocent carreſſes returned, but by 


frowns and diſguſt at her infantine 
Prattle. FI 


- 


Dreſs ſeemed now- to be the ſole - 
object of Mrs. Spencer's care; and 
ſhe practiced all kind of volatile be- 
haviour when Lord Veremont was 


preſent, and preſerved a conſtant and 
ſullen ſilence when he was abſent; 
except to or three attempts ſne had 
made, requeſting the Major would 
ſpend the enſuing winter in London, 


for which ſhe urged many cogent 


reaſons, ſuch as, „That it would 


both 


= * 
= ö 2 R Ag. . GN. 
C ae Ln 
1 Hh 5 ” 5 5 23 8 
3 1 n ar rs 
F ˙ one RN 2 DN 


Weg 
8 33 Ig A 

i Ear reh, 3 eEL 
3 ͤ — ON 


ELIZABETH. 29 


1 . both contrafted by living ſo. long 5 
Lin the country that they , ſhould 
c return to it again wich better ſpirits 
* —that all her cloaths wanted new 
66 e that ſhe really ap- 

* peared like Noah's wife that it 
© would then be proper to engage a | 
French governeſs for the child, who 
e would otherwife learn, the country. 
ce diale&; and grow up a vulgar thing, | 
<« like the miſſes ſhe had ſeen in the 
© neighbourhood — and above all, 
e that ſhe ſhould be abſolutely killed 

& with ennui, if ſhe continued another 
"Ee winter in that barbarous ſolitude.” EE 
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To this ne hn | ve Major 
anſwered, That neither his fortune 
e gr her's could enable them to reſide 


in London for any length of time 
«that 
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ec that he had no objection to her 
% having any faſhions ſhe thought 
*, proper, but as to the education of 
his child, there were many neceſſary 
& duties to be taught her, of which a 
French governeſs was utterly inca- 
* pable, and was perhaps the 
© aſt perſon to whom he would 
* wiſh to entruſt her.—And laſtly, 
c (he added with a ſigh) that when 
* he married her, ſhe had led him to 
4c believe, that the country was her 
b decided choice; nor was he con- 
e ſcious of ever having given her 
6 cauſe to change it.“ Theſe and 
the like converſations were the only 


ones in which this once ſond 8 ever 


en * 
It 
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It was in the: midſt of one of theſe 
1 that they were interrupted 
$ the arrival of Lord Veremont. 
Mrs. Spencer had either -concerted 
his plan with his Lordſhip, or ſhe 
vas particularly piqued at ſomething 
= huſband had ſaid; — indeed 
4 there was nothing could juſtify Ber 
7 bd in relating what had paſt, but 


J © the inſtantly mentioned the ſubje& of 
ö 1 


dbeir converſation, at the ſame time 
Tees to his Lordſhip on her be- 
half, on what ſhe termed the Major's 
dia His Lordſhip was no ſooner 
informed, than he exclaimed vio- 
Yoon © Why you are not IT 
3 „ ½ d— d fellow, Spencer, a 
to keep this angel always in the 
* country - By G—d, I will take 
out a ſtatute of lunacy againſt you 
& ſuch 
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„ ſuch an outrage on ſociety mult i 
cat leaſt be deemed felony!“ To 3 4 
this very daſhing ſpeech, Major Spen- 1 
1 cer had ſufficient preſence of mind to 3 
| reply, with great appearance of good L 
humour, My Lord, you entirely 3 
'<© miſtake this matter, it is a mere b 
1:8 15 bagatelle of Mrs. Spencer's, on 
# ; 7 © purpoſe to ſnhew off your Lordſhip' s 
„ [ wit and gallantry ;” and (thr owing I 
3A more gravity into his countenance). 
3 added, that every married pair were 
of themſelves the beſt judges of their 
YN finances and affairs. This was a 
1 p painful exertion of the Mayor's, to 
1 filence the impertinence of a cox- WM 
"of comb. What he felt was not to be a | 
1 deſcribed, for he ſtill loved his wife 
„ paſſionately, and had ſtill hopes of 
| ſtriking 
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L 


E Qirciking upon ſome method to reform 


ker conduct. 


After Lord Veremont had taken his 
leave, and a uſual ſilent tete - a · tete 
after dinner enſued, Major Spencer 
ſeriouſly renewed the ſubject, and 
exhorted his wife, nay, conjured her, 
by the moſt tender remembrances to 
alter her conduct. — He repreſented 
the diſgrace it would be, for a beau- 
tiful young woman to be even dit- 


tinguiſhed, much more made parti- 


cular, by the intimacy of ſuch a li- 
bertine coxcomb- as Lord Veremont 
was every where known to be; that 
he had much rather be indebted to 
her own good ſenſe for a reformation 
of her conduct, than to any remon- 
ſtrances from himſelf.— That he men- 

Vol. I. D tioned 
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tioned not the neglect ſhe ſhewed to- 
wards her child, nor the cruel torture 
he ſuffered; - but he wiſhed, for her own 
ſake alone, ſhe would be more reſerved 
to Lord Veremont, and circumſpect 
in the duties ſhe owed herſelf. 


During this ſpeech Mrs. Spencer, 
. who had been viewing and picking her 
teeth in a ſmall pocket glaſs, and, 
affecting not to have heard a ſyllable 
the Major had been uttering, with the 
utmoſt {ang froid, ſaid, Really, if I 


c don't go to London, and ſee Ruſ- 


„ pint, my teeth will certainly be 
4 ruined,” and putting her face ſtill 
nearer to the glaſs ſhe exclaimed, 
My God! I am grown an abſolute 
© fright !-My hair is grown ſo wild, 
< for want of _ DF: turned, 
e © that 
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c that it is hideous, —and my com- 
< plexion is quite coarſe by ſo long 
„ à ͤcontinuance in this bleak air!“ 


My dear,” replied the Major, 
« this trifling is beneath your good 
© ſenſe, - you are more lovely than 
© ever, - and would your mind but 
improve with your perſon, I would 
© not exchange my fituation for a 
« diadem l“ 


Such an unmerited compliment 
both to her perſon and underſtanding, 
would have had a good effect upon 
moſt women who poſſeſſed any ſhare 
of the latter, but upon Mrs. Spencer 
it had none,—ſhe flounced out of the 
Toom, leaving the Major to meditate 
upon his misfortunes. es 
D 2 CHAP. 
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As OUT this time news was 
brought Major Spencer of- the ſudden 
death of his. brother, Sir Robert, who 
had run through a ſhort and wild 
career of extravagance and debauch- 
ery.—He had not been long returned 
to England, where he ſoon after died, 
at a ready furniſhed houſe in Here- 
ford-Street. His affairs were in ſtrange 

JS > diſorder, 
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diſorder;,—his eſtate chiefly in the 
hands of Jews, and ſo involved, that 
little more than the title could deſcend 
to the Major, whom we ſhall- hence 
forward call Sir William. 


His immediate preſence was now 
neceſſary in London. To leave home 
was a painful difficulty. Lord Vere- 
mont, (though the Spring was far 
advanced) was ſtill in the country, 
and ſtill a conſtant viſitor at Sir Wil- 
liam's.— In this diſtreſſing predi- 
cament, he thought for once it would 
be better to make a merit of neceſſity, 
he therefore told Lady Spencer, that 
as his brother's death obliged him to 
go to London, he would now eratify 
her wiſhes to paſs a ſhort time there, 
upon condition that the little Eliza- 
408 by beth 
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beth ſhould accompany them,—that 
as ſoon as his buſineſs was properly 
ſettled ſhe would with chearfulneſs re- 
turn into the country again, — and that 
no indiſcretion on her part ſhould give 
him cauſe to repent this indulgence. 


To all theſe conditions Lady 
Spencer willingly ſubſcribed; and was 
fo delighted with the idea of returning 
to her beloved region, with the en- 
chanting ſound of a title annexed to 
her name, that ſhe forgot all paſt ani- 
moſity, — her ſullen manners were 
changed to ſweetneſs and good hu- 
mour—her huſband was her dear Sir 
William and ſhe ſhould be happy to 
ſhew her ſiſter, Lady Woodville, what 
a lovely niece ſhe had in her little 
daughter. 


Thus 
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Thus every thing being ſettled, 
after the funeral of Sir Robert was 
over, Sir William, his lady, and 
daughter, ſet out for the Metropolis, 
whither they arrived, after a pleaſant 
journey, attended with ſmiles and 
complaiſance on both ſides. | 


They took up their reſidence at the 
houſe in Hereford-Street which the 
late Sir Robert had hired by the year, 
and the proper viſits of ceremony be- 
ing all adjuſted, Sir William haſtened 
to ſetile his brother's affairs; which 
however appeared ſo intricate, that he 
feared he ſhould be detained in 
London much longer than he wiſhed 
or intended. | | 
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Mean time Lady Spencer ſhone in 
the firſt ſphere of beauty and faſhion: 
— he attended the moſt brilliant aſ- 
ſemblies —and was really an object of 
admiration, wherever ſhe appeared. — 
Little Elizabeth was ſeldom ſeen, but 
from an attic window.—Sir William 
indeed ſaw ſhe had all the care that 
was neceflary, and all the inſtruction 
that ſo early an age was capable of 
receiving. Lord Veremont had fol- 
lowed Sir William's family to Lon- 
don, and was a conſtant attendant on 
her Ladyſhip at all public places, 
as well as a frequent viſitor at home. 


The dejected coumenance of Sir 


William bore ſad teſtimony of the 


feelings of his heart; yet he tried, by 
every cheartul endeavour, to appear 


happy, 
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happy, and to hide the concern which 
he felt, from the ſurrounding world. 
He had many friends in London, 
with whom he had formerly lived in 
habits of great intimacy; — with theſe 
he frequently paſſed his evenings, and 
was induced to ſtay out later than his 
accuſtomed hour, becauſe he ſeldom 
or ever found Lady Spencer returned 
home, —or if ſhe was, ſhe had compa- 
nions with whom he could not af- 
ſociate. N 


One night, having ſtaid out later 
than uſual, he knocked ſome time be- 
fore the ſervant came to the door. — 
When he did come, Sir William ob- 
ſerved that he had no light, but by 
that from a lamp at the door, he per- 
ceived a man, wrapped: in a loole 
coat, 
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coat, -ruſh by him and go out of the 


houſe. He inſtantly queſtioned, the 


fervant who that was? He, at firſt, 
denied ſeeing any body, but upon 
obſerving a tone of violence in the 


voice of his maſter, to which he had 


not been accuſtomed, he tremblingly 
replied, that it was Lord Veremont. 
„And why,” ſaid Sir William, in a 
voice agitated by reſentment, dared 
you try to conceal him, —and by 
© whoſe orders did you attempt to im- 
&« poſe on me ſuch a falſehood?— 
The fellow finding it in vain any 
longer to deceive, confeſſed that it 
was by his Lady and Lord Veremont's 
orders, that he had endeavoured to 
conceal his being there, 
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Sir William needed no farther in- 
formation; he diſmiſſed the ſervant 
and paſſed the remainder of the night 
in an agitation of mind, better to be 
conceived than deſcribed. In his 
firſt moments of rage, he was for fol- 
lowing Lord Veremont, and de- 
manding of him inſtant ſatisfaction; 
but a few minutes of cool reflection 
furniſhed him with ſufficient reaſons 
againſt ſo haſty a meaſure, and as ſoon 
as it was day, he wrote the following; 
letter to Lord Veremont. 


„My Lord, 


4 THE concealed 
manner in which you left my houſe 
6 laſt night, together with your de- 
ſign of impoſing a falſehood upon 

6 me, , 
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„through the means of a ſervant, 
« demand an immediate explanation. 
“ You will therefore name your time 
and place, to give the only ſatiſ- 
fact ion that can be received by 


„ Your's, &c. 


- 66 WILLIAM SPENCER,” 
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8 IR William Spencer was naturally 
of a warm temper, and under circum- 
ſtances like theſe who could have 
been cool? — Vet when ſerious. re- 
Hefion ſucceeded the 1mpetuous 
moment, no man poſſeſſed more de- 
liberate good ſenſe; and when he con- 
ſidered what he was about to do, 
reaſon and prudence ſuggeſted that | 
he ſhould conſult a friend, — that he 
a 
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5 bulbund NO a father (his heart 
bled at the reflection, was going to 
ſtake his life againſt a villain, who 
had no ſuch tender ties to call for 


ſuccour and protection! — He re- 


collected too, that he had never made 
his will, - this muſt be inſtantly done. 


He diſpatched a note to a Mr. Selwyn, 


an intimate friend who was in the law, 


requeſt ing to ſee him immediately, and 
determining to aſk him to be his 


ſecond in the duel he was going to 
fight, and alſo to appoint him his ex- 
ecutor, and guardian to his child. 
Mr. Selwyn directly obeyed the 
ſummons, —he had heard from com- 
mon report the impropriety of Lady 
Spencer's conduct, 
obſerved the low Ou of Sir 


and 'had often 


Willlam. | ö 
When, 


1 
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When, therefore, the caſe was truly 


ſtated, he was not ſorry that an op- 


portunity had occurred of offering 
his friendſhip. He was no coward, 


but he deteſted duelling, and told Sir 


William he would by no means allow 
the life of ſo wortky a man as his 


friend, to be put in the ſcale and 


riſqued with that of a villain, and ſo 


ſaying he put the Wn into his 
on * book. iD) 


Sir William mas Full of reſentment, 


and even accuſed him of falſe notions 
of honor. Mr. Selwyn wWaited till 


Sir William had exhauſted his bit- 
terneſs, when, by the moſt diſpaſ- 


fſionate reafoning, he tried to convince 
him of the extreme folly of ente! in 
2 he was going to engage. 
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You are,” ſaid he, © my dtar 
“ friend, well known to be no coward; 
you are now going with a chance 
J „ (if not a deſign) of killing a man, 

„ W hoſe crimes have made him ob- 
4 6 noxious to you. If you ſucceed in 
* this chriſtian- like act, what is it you 


« will gain? — Lou muſt leave your 
1 & country! — your friends! — your 
4 & wife! the latter to be ſtigmatized 


e by the opprobium of ſuch an aa! 
[ Sand your child, perhaps, to be 
„e the innocent victim of the follies of 
„her parents! On the other hand, 
„ ſhould you fall yourſelf, you will 
„ be the means of conſtituting that 
* man a murderer, who, as yet, is 
6 only an offender; and leaving beth | 
your wife and child inheritors of 
your. crime And ſhould wounds 

only 


meeting, the world will fit in 
£ judgment on the occaſion, and you 
© can never live with your wife on 
* any tolerable terms. If you re- 
*£© preſent to her the precipice from 


4e forth the advantages of making 
ce peace · with you, ſhe muſt have 
e {enſe enough to ſee her error and 
c to amend her condu&;—the affair 
may never be made public,—and 
you 1 yet be happy. 


Si William 1 he embraced 
Mr. Selwyn, thanked him for his 
friendly interpoſition and advice, and 
promiſed to be in ſome degree guided 
by his council in this unfortunate bu- 
ſineſs. But though he determined to 


Vol. I. E leave 
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ce only be the conſequence: of your 


„ which ſhe is likely to fall, and ſet 
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leave London, and inſiſt on Lady 
Spencer's attending him into the 
country, yet he reſolved to wait a few 
days in order to throw himſelf in the 
way of Lord Veremont, and to behave 
in ſuch a manner, as ſhould produce a 
challenge, and Mr. Selwyn promiſed 
in that caſe to be his ſecond; for he 
knew enough of Lord Veremont to 
be aſſured, that he would not ſeek I 
Sir William. In this he proved a 
very juſt prophet, - for although Sir 
William made a point of going to 
all public places, in hopes of meeting 
him, he never could ſee him after the 
night which had occaſioned him ſo 
much uneaſineſs; and he began to 
entertain a faint hope hat the retire- 
ment of the country might once more 
. reſtore 
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reſtore tranquillity. — eben Us 
en was goue far ever! | | 


Lady ATE moved 10 the gay 
circle, apparently unconſcious of any 
misfortune. Sir William informed her, 
with as much compoſure as he could 
aſſume, and in a very reſerved manner, 
to prepare to go into the country in a 
very few days. He did not then wait 
to obſerve how ſhe received this in- 
telligence;—but- when he again re- 
peated his plan, and told her he 
ſhould expect her to be in readineſs 
to accompany” him the day after the 
following one, he thought ſhe ſeemed 
to affect great compoſure” at this ſud 
den departure from her favorite ſcene, 
and appeared much engaged in mak- 
ing Preparations for her journey. _ 

E 2 CHAP. 
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| Ox the evening - preceding the 
thy. fixed for their departure, Sir 
William returned home early.— He 
had ſettled a great deal of neceſſary 
and fatiguing buſineſs, both relative 
to his late brother's affairs as well as 
his 'own. 


What 


What remained unſettled he had 
left to the care of Mr. Selwyn, who 
was. tQ. ſell. all the furniture of the 
houſe in Hereford-Street, and nego- 
ciate all further buſineſs with Sir 
William's banker.—Thus his mind 
ſeemed - more eaſy than it had been 
for ſome days, and he waited with 
impatience Lady Spencer's return 
home, that he might beſpeak her 
readineſs at an early hour the next 
morning. It was near eleven o'clock 
when he came home,—at twelve he 
began to fret at her being fo incon- 
fiderate as to ſtay out ſo late the 
night before ſhe was to take a journey; 
but when the watchman cried © paſt 
one o'clock, Sir William's patience 
was quite exhauſted.— He rang the 
bell, and demanded of the ſervants if 
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any of them knew where their lady 
was gone —all the information they 


ebuld give him was, that ſhe went 
out in a chair, unattended, ſoon 
after dinner, and they had only heard 
her tell the chairmen, ſhe would give 
them further directions when they - 
came into Piccadilly. Her maid 


was next enquired for, but ſhe like- 


wife was not forthcoming ; ſhe had 
gone out in a hackney coach in the 


morning with luggage, and had told 


the reſt of the ſervants: that her lady 
had diſcharged her, and meant to 
hire another ſervant in the country. 
Upon hearing this, Sir William could 


have but little remaining doubt of 


ſome deep ſcheme having taken place. 
He went, however, to Sir Charles 
Woodville's,—it was by this time 

| near 
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near two o'clock, and the family 
nearly all in bed. Sir Charles imme - 
diately came down,; and Sir William 
related all the circumſtances which 
bore ſuch convincing een of 
an . 

They ied hive: erfiadoc; S 
William to take a bed there, but he 
was deaf to all entreaties, and after 
ſitting a few minutes, as it were ab- 
ſorbed in thought, he-ſuddenly ſtarted 
up, and ruſhed out of the houſe, from 
whence he proceeded to Lord Vere- 
mont's, where demanding admittance 
he enquired for his Lordſhip. The 
ſervants told him he had left 
London the day before, and was 
gone, they believed, out- of the 
Kingdom. 


E 4 Sir 
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Sir William pave over all farther 
ſearch or enquiry, and returned home 


fully determined to purſue the guilty 


his houſe, when he came home, he 
upbraided him with being the cauſe 
of having prevented him from pu- 


niſhing a villain as he deſerved, and 
as having occaſioned his preſent diſ- 


traction. Mr. Selwyn allowed him to 
vent his paſſion, then cooly repre- 
ſented to him that it could not have 
been in the power of any perſon to 
prevent the folly of two people who 
had determined on their own deſ- 
truct ion; and ſo convincingly ſpoke 
of the madneſs of purſuing people 


without the moft diftant clue to lead 
them to any particular part of the 
globe, that Sir William began to be 
| calm; 
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calm: — but his mind had ſuffered ſo 
much perturbation that his body ſunk 
under the contlict, and a fever enſued, 
which for ſeveral days held his life in 
ſuſpence. Happily it terminated to 
the ſatisfaction of his friends, and 
his health recovered, but his mind 
ſeemed to have received a blow 
which nothing could reſtore, and left 


| a fixed melancholy on his once 
i animated countenance. 

. As he was one day going out after 
5 his recovery, a tradeſman preſented 


him with a paper, in which was en- 
cloſed bills to tlie amount of two thou- 
ſand five hundred pounds, for jewels 
for Lady Spencer, together with an 


| writing, for the delivery of them. 
| | Sir 


ae Sr ne en hs 
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Sir William was at firſt ſtaggered at 
ſuch a proof of depravity in this in- 
conſiderate woman, but upon a mo- 


ments reflection he heſſtated not to 
aſſure the tradeſman that in a few days 
he mould be paid the money.— In- 
deed ſuch was his tenderneſs and kind 
remembrance of her, that he had 
often ſince declared he felt a pleaſure 
in knowing that ſhe would not be 


deſtitute. of money, if ſhe kept theſe 
Jewels in her poſſeſſion, when (which 
1n all probability would be the caſe) 
the man who had ſeduced would de- 
ſert her; and indeed the ſum above 
mentioned was little more than her 
own fortune, which Sir William had 
never touched, and he felt a kind of 
ſatisfaction that it was thus reſtored to 
her, | 
The 


—— — — — 


8 

+ 
40 

C 
497 
* 

ö $ Ell 
q 
1 
: 

#4 


ELIZABETH. 59 


The money was accordingly paid, 
and Sir William finding that his for- 
tune had rather been broke in upon, 
by this unfortunate journey, deter- 


mined to retire into the country as 
ſoon as poſſible. We vill therefore 


return, to give ſome aecount of our 
little heroine, who, during the time 
of Sir William's illneſs had been car- 
ried to Sir Charles Woodville's, and 
depoſited in their nurſery with four of 
her couſins, all older than herſelf, but 
with whom ſhe made her party good 
with great ſpirit and vivacity. 


Lady Woodville had, indeed, made 
the offer to Sir William that her 
niece ſhauld remain with her children, 
and be inſtructed by the ſame maſters, 
&c. * he politely declined chis, for 

though 
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though he knew no harm of Lady 
Woadville, (and it is but juſtice to 
ſay ſhe was much hurt at her fiſter's 
conduct, ) yet ſne was what the world 
calls a faſhionable woman, and the 
mode of education ſhe formed for her 
children did not exactly coincide with 
the plan Sir William had deſigned for 
Elizabeth, whoſe company, he ſaid, 
would be his only conſolation and 
amuſement. 


Every thing, therefore, being ar- 
ranged, after taking leave of his 
friends, particularly of Mr. Selwyn, 
he, with Elizabeth, left London, and 
arrived fate in the country. 


: CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 


Flizarera was as yet too 
young to be much of a companion to 
Sir William, but her ſenſible obſerva- 
tions and quick turn of apprehenfion 


promiſed many a future hour of en- 


tertainment; and the pains he took to 
give her leſſons of morality and pro- 
priety of conduct, joined with the 


unremitting attention he paid to 


thoſe 
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- thoſe - maſters which the country fur- 
niſhed, to teach her muſic, dancing, 
&c. filled up the whole of bis time, 
and prevented thoſe melancholy ideas 


which would otherwiſe have been 
revived by the objects which brought 


to his fond remembrance Fleutes 
once ſo dear to him. 


Neighbours he had not many with 
whom he wiſhed to form any great 
intimacy — ſome few he viſited, 'more 
for the ſake of his daughter than him- 
ſelf, well knowing, that when the 
grew up, however dutiſul and af- 
fect ionate ſſie might prove, the com- 
pany of a father would not always be 
.a ſufficient amuſement ſor her.. 


The 
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The clergyman of the pariſh had 
i but lately come to reſide there, 'altho? 
he had been in poſſeſſion of the diving 


ſome years, which was preſented to 


him by Lord Veremont. This gen- 


tleman's name was Burnaby, —he was 


a man of a very ſingular turn of 

mind ;—he joined to an uncommon 

ſhare of underſtanding, the moſt 
_ hyely and quick penetration; to which 

was added, not only the moſt poignant 
wit, but a kind of ſupercilious, diſdain 
for thoſe whoſe abilities were inferior, 
or bore no proportion to his own. 


He had conſequently. very ſew ac- 
quaintance. He looked down with 
contempt on the fox-hunting Squite 
and the over-rich Citizen, as beings 
with whom he could hold no in- 
| tercourſe. 
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yt 


tercouſe. He had lived in the 
Arft circles, and it was rumoured : 
in the neighbourhood, that he had 
formerly led a very gay life that he 
had married when very young, and 
loſt his wife in bringing a ſon into 
the world, whoſe conduct had given 
him great uneaſineſs. 


Certain it was, ſomething very 
myſterious had marked his life, and 
given a colour to his temper and 
diſpoſition, which were not of that 
placid mildneſs which ſhould be the 
characteriſtic of a good paſtor; ne- 
vertheleſs, he had many and great 
virtues, however obſcured by too 
high a valuefor his own opinions. 


The 
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The melancholy which marked the 
countenance of Sir William Spencer, 
and the little inclination he ſhewed 
for ſociety, induced Mr. Burnaby to 
think well of him. After having 
ſeveral times mer, they formed an in- 
timacy which was only interrupted by 
death. They had long and frequent 
diſcourſes together, in which, if Mr. 
Burnaby made Sir William acquainted 
with his hiſtory, it never tranſpired. 


| The latter would often ſay, that the 
failings of the former (though very 
great) were loſt in his virtues: but 
he never could induce Elizabeth to 
like him. Though handſome in -his 
perſon, and extremely polite, eſpe- 
cially to women, yet ſhe openly 
avowed her diſlike to him. She would 
Vol. I. * ſay 
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ſay (when her father was not preſent), 
« How I hate that Mr. Burnaby, I 
« never ſeel eaſy and comfortable 
when be is here ;—and whenever 1 
% am going to ſpeak, he looks fo 
06 contemptuouſly, that I tremble and 
ec hefitate, and ſay juſt the contrary: 
ce to what I intende Such were 
the ſentiments of our heroine wich 
reſpe& to Mr. Burnaby, In all her 


other opinions ſhe joined the utmoſt 


candour to a generofity of mind, 
filled with good ſenſe in its daun 
cultivation. 


But ic is now time to give my 
readers a geſeription * her face and 


ad by all er writers — 


by no means be omitted. She was 


ELIZABETH- 67 


juſt burſting into the bloom and 
beauty of fifteen, her perſon rather 
inclined to be tall, with ſufficient of 
the en-bon-point to render it not 

aukwardly ſo; and there was an air of 
faſhion annexed to her form, which, 
had ſhe been arrayed in rags only, 
would have diftinguiſhed her' to have 
been well born. Her complexion 
had more of tranſparent bloom than 
brilliant fairneſs, her hair was the 
colour of a light cheſnut,—and her 
eyes were the moſt expreſſive hazel, 
with eye-brows and long eye-laſhes 
much darker than her hair; — her noſe 
was inclining to the roman, — her 
mouth filled with ivory, and beſet 


with the moſt captivating | ſmiles and 
2 * e „ 
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2a rom this deſcription my readers 


will naturally pronounce her a beauty, 


but this ſhe was not, though certainly 
extremely handſome.—She was good 
tempered, but had a remarkably 
quick reſentment, and that kind of 
vindicdive ſpirit which could ill brook 
what ſhe termed a Night, Yet theſe 
were. but as ſhades in her character, 
which ſerved to ſet off the brighter 
colouring of her virtues. — Sir 
William took great pains to correct 
theſe” faults, for though he knew per- 
fection was not to be found in any 
human being, yet they were faults 


| which he was well aware would lead 


her into great errors of conduct, 


unleſs they were in ſome degree 
ſubdued. 


No 
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No child could be  more' affec- 
dai dutiful, —ſhe reverenced bim. 
as a parent, whilſt ſhe loved him as a 
friend. The freedom he had encou- 
raged her in, rendered her quite un- 
reſerved towards him. Dearly as ſhe 
loved a ſecret, ſhe had none ſhe wiſhed: 
to conceal from him z the moſt play- | 
ful thought of her heart was known to. 


| bim. Nor did ſhe ever conceal her 


diſlike to Mr. Burnaby, whoſe ſtern 
manners always gave her diſguſt. —. 
He one day told her ſhe muſt guard 
her heart, for he ſhould very ſoon in- 
troduce a young man of great perſonal | 
as well as mental accompliſhments ; j_ 
ſhe anſwered, with ſpirit, that her 
heart would never be loſt "all it was 
juſtly valued. | 
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Wich other indulgencies, Sir Wils 
liam had allowed her to read novels, 
and though it may ill become the pen 


of a novel writer to ſay aught againſt 


thoſe pleaſing productions, yet, till 
a young lady has ſeen ſomething of 
the world, ſhe is apt to form her 
judgment of all men by the Strephons 
and Celadons which theſe works ge- 


nerally picture as patterns of con- 


ſtancy, reſpect, and adoration. When 
time has matured the judgment and 
experience ſtrengthened the under- 
ſtanding, they are a kind of reading 
that is not only entertaining but may 
be rendered e 


Elizabeth had tend all is OY as 
ſhe was very young and had ſeen but 
little of the world, ſhe had collected 
ſome 
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ſome of her ideas from what ſhe had 
read; which, joined to a high opinion 
ſhe had conceived of her own con- 
ſequence, ſhe eſtimated the univerſal 
power of her ſex at too higk a 
rate, and this way of thinking had led 
her to ſuppoſe it was impoſſible to 
love without being beloved, The 
trial of her heart was now approaching, 
and theſe her ſentiments were look to 
be proved. | 


1 


One day, when Mr. Burnaby came 
to dinner, he brought with him a 
young gentleman, whoſe perſon and 
manners ſeemed formed for conqueſt. 
He introduced him as the only ſon 
of his friend, Lord Landover, who 
had entruſted him to his care for a 
few months, previous to his going to 
F 4 the 
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the Univerſity. Sir William received 
bim with his accuſtomed politeneſs, 
and Elizabeth's eyes ſparkled with 


uncommon vivacity at the idea of . 


having a companion nearer to her age 
than thoſe with whom ſhe uſually aſ- 
ſociated. The young man himſelf 
ſeemed much pleaſed with the ap- 


pearance of the party, and as he had 
been taught by his father to expect 


nothing but auſterity of manners and 
a ſtern behaviour from Mr. Burnaby, 
he was delighted to find that lie 


Was likely to aſſociate with a family 
where liberal ideas and good hu- 
mour ſeemed to unite. He gazed 


with admiration on the beauty of 


Elizabeth, and was not leſs pleaſed 
F with her unaffected good ſenſe, — 


They were both too well bred to be 
reſerved, 
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1 f 


reſerved, and the natural freedoms 
which at their age ſcarce ſuppreffes 
a wiſh, ſoon diſcovered : a fi imilarity of 
ſentiment, and conſequently : a great 
| Intimacy. 1 


3.2% & & 


5 had zul left Eton Scheel, 
to which his claffical knowledge did 
great credit; nor was he leſs admired 
for his ſpirit and good temper 
Theſe and other accompliſhments, 
united with a very handſome perſon, 
in all the glowing youth of eighteen, 
could not but prove a formidable 
object for the fair Elizabeth's con- 
templation. It is at that age that the 
heart. is moſt ſuſceptible of tender im- 
preſſions, time and misfortunes have 
not 
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not then blunted the fine edge of 
feelings ſo ſenſibly alive to love. | 


— 


N r * 
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Theſe two young people were con- 

> ſtantly together, and when a day 
paſſed that Elizabeth did not ſee 
Henry Rivers, ſhe conſidered it as 
one the had loſt, They rode, — they 
walked, — they fiſhed, they played, 
they ſung together, and it muſt be 
matter of wonder, indeed, if love had 
been excluded; — yet nothing had 

_ paſſed between them which could 
poſſibly be ſaid to come under that 
denomination. Elizabeth told Henry 
ſhe wondered: how Mr. Burnaby came 
to do ſo good-natured an action as to 
bring them acquainted, for ſhe was 
certain it gave him pain to ſee others 
happy. 
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Nor was Sir William himſelf with- 
out ſurpriſe, that ſo wary a man as 
Mr. Burnaby, ſhould contrive to 
throw two young people together, 
whoſe ſituations. in life would pros» 
bably be divided by a very diſtant 
courſe. But there was no accounting 
for the conduct of this man, whoſe 
whole life ſeemed to be marked by 
inconſiſtency. 


Sir William ſaw the growing at- 
tachment between the young people, 
particularly in his daughter, and it 
gave him ſome uneaſineſs, leſt diſ- 
appointed hopes 'ſhould deſtroy her 
peace. Could he have choſen a huſ- 
band for her, he ſhould have been 
formed upon the plan of Henry Ri- 
vers, but he never even allowed 
himſelf 
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himſelf” to dee the idea. — His 
extreme youth, —his future proſpects, 
the change time might produce, — 
and above all theſe, his rank in life, 
forbid him to conſider it in any other 
light, but as a wild wiſh, ſuggeſted 
N 15 fond 1 e een 


Sir William, for the ſake of his 
Ader s tranquillity, frequently in- 
troduced the ſubject of Mr. Rivers, 
when they were alone together; — for 


though he did not like to interrupt 


perhaps the happieſt hours of their 
lives, yet he feared the conſequences 
of too great a partiality, and therefore 
uſed to ſay, on theſe occaſions, 
that they ſhould ſoon loſe the plea- 
ſure of Mr. Rivers's company, as he 
would be Soing to the Univerſity, 


from 
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* wiege ks a 4 ha 
tour of Europe, and then return to 
be united to ſome woman of high 
faſhion, whoſe rank and fortune were 
equal to his own. 


. 8 
r 


During theſe diſcourſes Elizabeth 
looked grave, and would anſwer by 
monoſyllables only ; —had ſhe - been 
aſked ſhe knew not why ſhe looked 
grave, for ſhe had never. ſeriouſly 


entertained a thought of his h her | 
huſband. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


'L noven our heroine had not 
thought of Henry Rivers for her 
huſband, yet ſhe found his company 
almoſt eſſential to her happineſs; and 
the thoughts of his departure never 
failed to depreſs her ſpirits, and cre- 
ate a melancholy for which ſhe ied” 
in vain to account, ; 


It 
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It happened one day that Mr. Bur- 
naby and Henry came as uſual to 


dinner, when after ſome common 


place diſcourſe, Mr. Burnaby ſaid, 
To- morrow we take our departure, 
„ and I am going with Mr. Rivers to 


enter him at Oxford.” Electricity 


could not have had a more ſudden 


power than this ſpeech had upon 


Elizabeth, —her father at the ſame 


time narrowly obſerving her, ſhe be. 
came the more agitated; and being | 
ſenſible of her confuſion, ſhe felt an- 
gry with herſelf, and, for the firſt 
time in her life, ſhe had recourſe to 
affectation, and aſked him, in a laughs. 
ing voice, and with a gay air, if he 
was not glad to be releaſed from con- 
finement, and be his own maſter? 


to which he haſtily anſwered * No.” 
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A kind of ſullen ſilence enſued, till 
broken by Sir William, who paid 


Henry ſome compliments upon the 


progreſs he had made in his ſtudies, 


and the converſation took a general 
turn. Soon after dinner Elizabeth 


left the room, ſnhe walked into the 
garden, in what ſhe thought the worft 
humour ſhe ever found herſelf if 
her life. She felt extremely hurt 
that her ſurpriſe ſhould have been 
obſerved; — her ſpirit revolted at the 
idea of ſhewing fondneſs for a man 
who had ſhewn her nothing more 
than common attention. What was 


he to her? — She might never ſee 


him again —nay, ſhe almoſt wiſhed 
it, and ſhould be glad hen to- mor- 
row came. n how little do we 


2 . oF 3 _. 


ELIZABETH. | 81 


In this mood of temper Henry 
found her. She was picking the leaves 
from an October roſe, and when he 
approached her, ſhe obſerved that it 
was not pleaſant, and ſhe ſhould re- 
turn to the houſe. Henry ĩntreated | 
her to ſtay ſome little time, he ſaid, 
with a ſigh, It may be a long time 
& before we meet again !—perhaps—” 
and there he ſtopped, looking molt 
earneltly in Elizabeth's face, who by 
this time- thinking ſhe had recovered 
herſelf completely, replied with great 
compoſure, why yes, it often hap- 
e pens, that the moſt friendly inti- 
4 macies are diſſolved; ours has been 
„of no long duration, and the 
* chances certainly are that we may 
te never meet again. He looked 
ſad, — remained filent for à minute, 
Vol. I. 1 and 
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and then FIT e Tt is, very true, 
Elizabeth, and the idea gives me 
4 pain - yet I cannot ſay all I. would 


<.on this occaſion.— I am going, 


added he, far from you, but where- 


c ever ͤ my deſtiny leads me, I ſhalt 


„always think of you, and of the 
= hours 15 have paſſed here, as . the 7 


4 happieſt of my life! and taking: 
her hand, he; ſaid, $6 but 1 will nok 


e aſk you to beſtow a thought upon 


e me; no, you will eaſily and quickly 


forget me! Theſe laſt words were 


pronounced with ſo tender an air, 


that all the reſolution our heroine had 


collected, at once ſorſook her, and 


he burſt into tears, ſaying, No, 
Henry, I ſhall never forget you!“ 
He folded his arms round her, and as 
the. was endeavouring to recover and 


* 
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diſengage herſelf, ſhe perceived ber 
father and Mr. Burnaby approaching 


them. She flew from his arms, and 
felt herſelf at once grieved and mor- 
tified, that Henry ſhould a ſecond 
time diſcover ſuch proof of her weax- 


neſs.— She haſtily returned to the 
houſe, a different way from which 
Mr. Burnaby and her father came, and 


recovered herſelf ſo well, that when 
the hour of departure arrived, ſhe 


wiſhed them a good journey, &c. 
with the utmoſt. en and com- 
s | 915 


Sir William all no notice of what 


had paſſed, he ftrove, by every en- 


deavour to amuſe. her mind. — He 
truſted to that good ſenſe and ſtrength 
of NY ſhe had ever ſhewn, for 
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the konquering a partiality from 
which chere was not the moſt diſtant 
Proſpect of hope to ariſe; and ſhe, 
on her part, made every effort in her 
Power to ſuppreſs all tender remem- 
brances and ſolicitude: — for ſhe per- 


ſuaded herfelf that nothing more than 


a tranſient partiality had prepoſſeſled f 
her in favor of Henry, as in no one 
inſtance, dufing their acquaintance, 
had he ever anſwered the ideas the 
had formed of x a lover. 155 _ N 
th als ate of mind, {tfetre 1. Mr. 
Burnaby found her, i« on his return from 
Oxford. Elizabeth, as has before 
been obſerved; never cofdially liked 
this gentleman, yet the averſion to- 
wards him, which had marked her 
childim days, had long ceaſed.— 
There 
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There was a ſeverity in his manners 
ſtrongly. expreſſed i in his countenance - 
and deportment, which threw-a very 

unpleaſant reſtraint over the actions 
of young people in particular. Jet 
as: er father's 8 Friend, the; eee 


— n 


| the time be bad introduced 1 


ſhe rather felt herſelf- better. diſpoſed 
towards: him; and on his return from 
Oxford; ; ſhe welcomed him with 


more than her uſual ſmiles, - He 


named not his young - friend, but 
when Sir William enquired alter him 
he ſaid, he left him well and bappy,— 
He did not even bring compliments 
from him, which Elizabeth GR 
at. ys he. might have ſent. 


| 3 INF Kg Tt 1 2 is? . 


5 "0, "© . This 
fg %* 13 BI : & 81 3 ol 


86 
Thus being reduced to their former 
party, Elizabeth purſued the ſame 
amuſements ſhe had heretofore been 
engaged in—but ſhe knew not Why 
they loſt their wonted variety.— The 
rides were not fo pleaſant, —the wea- 
ther was not fo fine, — the leaves be- 
gan to fall, —and the walks loſt their 
verdure. Within doors, likewiſe, 
every thing wore a different aſpect.— 
Fach room looked dull, — ſhe had 
no new books, —and her harpſichord 
| wes ont of tune. 
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| 3 a combination of unpleaſant 
circumitances led Elizabeth to be 
even diſſatisfied herſelf ; —at leaſt ſhe 
felt a void in her heart which no 
preſent occurrence ſeemed to fill 

up. 
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Sen William 8 never, | from: 
the hour of his wife's elopement, ap- 
peared with the fame ſpirits, or was 
in” any degree the ſame perſon that 
he was before. His fortitude at times 
quite forſook him; and though, for 
the fake of his Jab ghter, he would 
endeavour to rally again, and the, 
intereſt he took in her conduct and 
the 
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che pleaſure he felt and experienced 

from her growing Yurtues,.. | 
fection to him, in ſome degree ſof- 
tened the arrows of adverſity, - yet his 
heart had received a ſhock, from 
which nothing could recover it. His 
health was never remarkably ſtrong, 


and a wound he had received in 
America, upon every cold or un- 
uſual exertion, cauſed him great pain 
and oppreſſion of the lungs, He had, 
lately experienced a very eveſe rer, 


turn of this malady, and well knows. 120 


H 


ing that ſooner or later it would 1 
the cauſe of his death, be chonght 
proper to make ſome arrangements 7 
in order to be Prepared for that 
period, unembarraſſed by any vor, . 
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He had only taken a leaſe of the 
houſe in which he reſided, and the 
term of it was nearly expired; and as 
he thought Elizabeth too young to 
have an eſtabliſhment of her own, he 
did not wiſh to renew the leaſe. His 
fortune was all in money, and a- 
mounted to about eight thouſand 
pounds, which he meant to depoſit 
in the care of three truſtees, till Eli- 
zabeth was one-and-twenty years of 
age, at which period ſhe was to be | 
= in . of it. 


He \confulted: Mr. Morne whom 
he much wiſhed to appoint one of 
them, but that gentleman had his 
reaſons for declining ſuch a truſt, and 
they appeared of ſuch a nature as Sir 
William could not diſallow. He 
FFF there- 
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therefore made his will, appointing 
bis brother George, Sir + Charles 
Woodville, and Mr. Selwyn joint 
truſtees and guardians to his daughter. 


He likewiſe provided a competent 
maintenance for Lady Spencer, ſhould 
ſhe ever appear and be in want of it. 


Theſe affairs being adjuſted, he 
made another requeſt to Mr. Burnaby, 
«which, however ſingular and un- 
pleaſant it might be to that gentleman 
to comply with, when he heard Sir 
William's reaſons, and earneſt requeſt, 
he could not refuſe. Having ſtated 
the extreme youth of his daughter, 
—the little knowledge ſhe had of the 
world, —that one of her guardians, 
Mr. Selwyn, was a Angie man at the 

Ne Temple, 
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Temple,—that- both. the others, tho, 
reſpectable, were ſettled in a very 
oppoſite ſtyle of life, and not leſs ſo 
in, their, mode- of thinking,—that | it 
would require an experience to lire 
with either, which nothing Was fo. 
likely, to promote as the converſation 
and advice of a ſenſible man.— He | 
ſhould, therefore, he aid, feel him: 

ſelf releaſed from a yery great anxiety, | 
if Mr. Burnaby | would allow Eli- 
zabeth. to, reſide with him, —at leaſt | 


for the firſt twelve months after his, 


Sir William? 5 deceaſe, 


118 Jt; IO 33 311 
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However. lad MI. "EY 
might be to conſent to this arrange 
ment, (however | lirtle, of juſt rea - 
ſoning, be could ſee in Sir William's, 


argument 7 be would. not pain that, 
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good man by a refuſal; but faithfully 
promiſed, that Miſs Spencer ſhould, 
in his houſe, find a home, as long: 45 
ſhe ſhould think the abode comfort- 
able - but he begged che hetſelf might 
be informed that it was Sir William's 
requeſt, as ſhe might otherwiſe be 
inclined to ſuppoſe he had uſurped. 
an authority: to which he had 0 
« claim. Sir William aſſured him he 
would inform her fully, not only of 
the requeſt, but alſo with the reaſons 
which had induced bim o make lit. 8 


433% Wy 


-'This being premiſed, he took an 
c early opportunity of telling Elizabeth 
how much he found his health de- 
elining, — that he was very ſenfible he 
ſhould ſpeedily be releaſed” from a 


} 111 


world which: contained: nothing va - 
. luable 


94 ELIZABETH. 


luablè to him, or the parting with 
which he weed ne che * 
1 hey | 1920] 


f Ae faia, << dear child, your 
e mother has deſerted us !—” Here 
he pauſed, (it was the firſt time he had 
ever named her to Elizabeth,) *<ſe-. 
& vere. has been the conflict I have 
« felt,” between a wiſſi for. death and 
ce the pain of leaving you in à bad 
% world, unprotected by any very 
© near relation But as the time ap- 
„ proaches, I every day feel leſs anx- 
cc ious on that account, from a firm 
<:perfoafion, and thorough conviction 
of the goodneſs of that all- ſufficient 
Power, who. is the diſpoſer of hu- 
ts man beings, and who ſees and 
r* knows what is beſt for us! There 


n „% was 
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ec was a time, when my firſt wiſb| was 
c to ſee: you ſafely ſheltered by the 
protecting care of a worthy huſ» 
«© band but I now ſee the fallacy of 
6 fuch wiſhes.— There is but one 
in whoſe powerful protection we 
can place our confidence to his 
e wife; council and paternal care I 
cc commend vou - Place all your 


e reliance. on him, and you will be 
far beyond the reach and malice of 


c the world . Vour fortune will not 
<<. be: darge enough to. be an object for 


<< thoſe: who only ſeek: riches, and I 
cc truſt you will: beſtow 1 On fame | 


« one - whoſe; merit will deſerve: both 


chat and yourſelf, If a ſingle life 
©, ſhould + be your lot, it will be ſuf- 


*f:ficient to ſupport you with eaſe and 


be nnn till. you are five apd- 


* 


S* „ twenty, 
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* twenty, I would adviſfe you to live 
« with your guardians that are mar- 

fried, or any other RO 6 wp may 
00 . nmr 9 


Lady Woodville hi bas her virtues, 
and as ſhe has given you frequent 
« jnvitations, I would have you viſit 
e her occaſionally. — Your uncle 
2 George is a worthy, good man, his 
& wife altogether unamiable, and her 
% manners ſuch as will give you a 
© higher reliſh for thoſe more refined. 
% Laft of all, -promiſe me, my dear 
« Elizabeth, that you will remain 
c wth Mr. Burnaby for the next 
e twelve months, — he has kindly in- 
„ dulged me in this requeſt; I fear 
e you do not love him, but his 
4 « knowledge * penetration is 
greatly 


ELIZABETH» 97 


* greatly ſuperior; to; thofe you. will in 


„general meet. with 5. and his con- 
i verſation will prepare yau for. that 
< mixed ſociety in which you. will 
« probably engage:— bis judgment 
cc will direct hut not miſlead * 
1% Ahove all, never nee neh im 
portant un his 

e council and — — i re- 
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Poor Elche, ves fo: gd tay 
the foregoing diſcourſe, and her mind 
was ſo ſoftened, that ſhe would. have 
promiſed to paſs her life in the deferts 
of Arabia, had, it been his. requeſt.— 
dhe was ſo, diſtreſſed at the idea. of ſo 
ſoon loſing. ber father, whom he. not 
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had ever known; but loved as the 
friend and companion of her youth, 


that ſhe felt her mind tortured to a 


painful degree. She told him, the 
only comfort ſhe could experience in 
ſo forlorn a ſtate would be when ſhe 
was fulfilling any of his wiſhes. Mr. 
Burnaby became dear to her as re- 
commended in this ſolemn manner, 
and having promiſed all her father 
deſired, and he finding himſelf much 
exhauſted by ſo long a converſation, 
Wilde ner to retire. 5 | 


e 
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Ta HE. fate... of Sir William's 
health being every day. worſe, no 


hopes could be entertained of his life; 
and it was with ſincere regret that all 
his friends lamented the loſs they 
were likely to ſuſtain. Elizabeth, 


indeed, would haye flattered herſelf 


that chis dreaded period was not ſo 
near; but Mr. Burnaby, who ſcarce 
H 2 ever 
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ever left him, —willing to prepare her 
mind for an event which he every 
hour expected, told her, whenever 
ſhe left his room but for a moment, 
ſhe might never ſee him again alive! 
his Kept her continually with 
him, and as he had now taken to 
his bed, ſhe was one day watching by 
the ſide of it, as he appeared in a 
gentle ſlumber, + when he ſuddenly 
opened bis eyes and ſaid my dear 
1 Elizabeth, the hour of death is 

4 come, Where i is Mr. Burnaby?“ — 
| „ee He is here,“ faid Elizabeth, and 
"they". both approached! bim, when 
- taking each by the hand, he faid, 
* for all! your. kindnefs, Mr. ; Burzaby, 

|. - C may the Almighty: reward you!” 

and turning to Elizabeth, Who wa wa 
. overwhelmed | with .. m TY 
N e 


HIV 
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« jove, ſaid he, * do not be gtieved 
6c at my approaching felicity 11 
40 * pray God to protect you!—” and 
| then, . ſeeming to ſtruggle for breath, 
he added, e ſhould you ever ſee your 
45 mother, tell her I forgive her with 
« my dying breath; and that I de- 
« voutly pray ſhe may end her life 
« * with the fame. comfort that 1 reſign, 


Mr. Burnaby ſceing the laſt ſtruggle 
approaching, went to the aſſiſtance of 
Elizabeth, who baut her head into | 
paternal. Es and Sir W iliam' I 
dying « countenance ſeemed. imprefled 
with ſatisfaction, at cloling . his eyes 
upon an action 10 conſonagt to his 
wiſhes, WV 1 
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tribute of ſorrow ſo juſtly due to his 


Indeed he could not ſufficiently con- 
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Mr. Birdy uſed every argument 
of conſolation he could deviſe, to 
comfort Elizabeth, — but finding her 
grief of that violent nature, which 
muſt vent itſelf before any relief can 
be obtained, he left her to pay that 


departed friend: — for whom he too 
lamented with real concern, having 
experienced a loſs he could in no way 
ſupply, as lie had no intimate ac- 
quaintance near him, and he was 
very unwilling to form new ones. — 


form to the generality of the world, 
to be much eſteemed by them; and 
by his fingularity he had gained the 
character of 4 quiſical fellow, more 
than a man of rare abilities, Whicly he 


really Was. 
ht 
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. . Having given neceſſary: orders for 
bs interment, of Sir. William, he 


haſtened to take Elizabeth from ſo f 
melancholy a ſcene, and carry her 


home to bis houſe, where he left no- 
ching untried to ſoothe her ſorrow and 
reconcile her to her loſs.— But it was 
long before ſhe reaſſumed her vi: 
vacity, for ſhe felt the loſs of a com- 


panion as well as father, —Sir William 


having always accuſtomed her to the 
moſt unbounded unreſerve; and it 
was chiefly in this reſpe& that ſhe 
now experienced the great difference 
between her father and Mr. Burnaby. 
The latter converſed with her with 
politeneſs, attention, and even kind- 
neſs; yet there was a ſeverity in his 
looks and manner that threw a 

H4 reſtraint, 
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reſtraint, and was Singin + to 
young petfons * particular. 5 


wh he Rad 4020 relating ſome 
interefting ſtory or anecdote of the 


faſhionable world, in which he had 


formerly lived, and Elizabeth waſhed 
te afk further queſtions, his manner 


threw a damp over her deſign, and 
repelled her euriolity. She wiſhed to 
know if his fon was living, and fome- 


times When he received a letter, ſhe 
would fancy thut it came from Henry 


| Rivers, but ſhe dared not enquire; for 
If the interrupted his reveries, by any 
; queſtion that had leſs of curioſity for 
its object, he returned that pettiſh 
kind of anfwer which would in her 
turn pive her offence, and ſne would 
on on theſe occaſions determine not to 


ſpeak 


Liza bern, 0% 
1 to him again. His commands 


and reproofs to his ſeryants were given | 


with the ſame imperious tone and 
haſte, and were more likely to procure 


diſguſt than amendment or Obedience. 


„N were 1 fine qualities of this 
firſt rate. man obſcured by a ſtrange 
perverſion of temper and diſpoſition, 
which mult be looked upon more with 
an eye of pity than contempt.— 
Elizabeth, who, from ber infancy had 
been uſed to the mildneſs of gentle 
perſuaſion, and harmony of, manners, 


could ill brook this unpleaſant 
change. T he events of the day were 
never varied „and each giew more 


and more ickſome.——She would often 


lament her untoward fate, and nothing 
but her dear father's requeſt would 


have 
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have reconciled her to this tireſome 
ſituation. She perceived ſuch a total 
change in herſelf, as well as in every 
thing around her, that ſhe ſometimes 
fancied ſhe had caught the diſpoſition 
of Mr. Burnaby, like an infectious 
diſeaſe; for ſhe did not think her 
own temper ſo good now, as it was 
when ſhe lived in the boſom of 
peace. 


In this fituation, therefore, it was, 
not matter of wonder that ſhe looked 
forward with impatience to the ex- 
piration of the twelvemonth. Nor 
leſs did Mr. Burnaby rejoice; for ſo 
little was he calculated to delight in 
domeſtic enjoyments, or to take 
pleaſure in the vivacity of a girl, (who 
in ſome reſpects came under the de- 
| nomination 


& 
1 
4 
8 
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nomination of a ſpoiled child,) that 
he too looked upon the end of the 
time as a term of enlargement for 
each, and as it approached 1 both 
ſeemed better * | 


Elizabeth had e written to 
her uncle in Lancaſhire, to announce 
the time of her coming, and to ar- 
range the fettlement for her board; a 


regulation ſtipulated by her father, 
as well to ſecure her better reception, 


and at the fame time aſſiſt her uncle, 
whoſe ſmall income might well admit 
of increaſe. She had likewiſe deſired 


that her favourite horſe might: ac- 
company her, and ſhe alſo made an 
agreement for its kee. 


Her 


however, is the perverſeneſs of human 


in the compoſition. « of Elizabeth, that 
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Her uncle wrote ber a kind W 
full of aſſurances and promiſes - to 
render . her reſidence with him a as com- 
fortable as his ſituation and circum- 
ſtances would admit; —at the ſame 
time obſerving, his daughters were 

nat. ſo polifhed as he himſelf could 
wiſh them, bur. their hearts, he truſted, 
Were ood, and their endeavours 
would be united to contribute to her 
comfort a and lalisfaction. : 


'T bus 8 ſhe thought every 
4 tedious till that arrived which 
was to carry her into Lancaſhire. Such, 


nature, and ſo much was it blended 


the day preceding that which was to | 
carry her from Mr. Burnaby” 5, ſhe felt 
an 


1 
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an unaceountable weight and de- 
| preſſion on her ſpirits. Every little 
5 circumſtance of -her early. days . was re- 
called to her remembrance, = the 
church wherein her father's aſhes were 
depoſited, brought to her reflection 
his unceaſing tondnefs and tender care 
of her!— The houſe, which was ſtill 
uninhabited, and was in view from Mr. 


Burnaby's, 'brought every childiſh oc- 


currence to her fecollection.— Tlle 


walks—the trees—the water, all Fe- 


minded her of paſt ſcenes, moſt 'of 


_ 


which had been marked by brig ohter 
hours than "the had lately bees. — 


Henry Rivers too made a pft, Aid 


addeèd (charms. to tlie landſcape Upon 
Which ' ſhe” looked? back with ach 
b painful; yet pleaſing fertienibrance. « 


The 
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The retroſpect altogether made her 
yi melancholy, —ſhe was going to leave 
| {1 this once happy and beloved retreat, 
perhaps never to behold it again! 
The tears flowed down her cheeks, 
| | and her ſighs reached, the ears of Mr. 
2 | Burnaby, whoſe mind was unuſually 
1 ſoftened by her dejected appearance. 
1 He told her he had always conſidered 
1 her ſtaying with him as an act of duty 
1 and obedience to the will and deſire 
|} of her father, —that a variety of un- 
bwappy cauſes had rendered his ſociety 
1 neither proper or pleaſing to a 
youthful mind, for any length of 
I time; — but if ſhe had derived any 
| 


comfort under his roof, or felt the 
| ſmalleſt reluctance at the idea of 
1 leaving it, he begged her to remain 
. eee at leaſt defer her journey 
15 £13064 till 


BLIZABETH. 41 


Aill her ſpirits were better able ta un- 
dertake it. Elizabeth aſſured him 
ſhe was truly ſenſible of his kindneſs, 


and more particularly ſo for this laſt 
proof of it, as ſhe well knew, her 
refiding with him could not be juſt 
what he would have wiſhed. That 


ſhe felt not the leaſt reluctance at 


going to her uncle's, except a degree 
of regret at: leaving the only place ſhe 


had ever known, and which had been 


fo deſervedly dear to her, —and for 
[theſe reaſons ſhe ſhould feel the tant 
at any future period. 


It was therefore agreed, that they 
ſhould ſet out the next morning, and 
Mr. Burnaby was to conduct her part 
of the way, and deliver her ſafe to 
her uncle, who had Promiſed to; give 

£ them 
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chem the meeting, and accompany 
"her the remainder of her journey 
to his parſonage at RANG, in 
Lancaſhire. 


During their journey, Mr. Burnaby 
-adviſed ſore rules of conduct which 
he conceived might be uſeful and ne- 
ceſſary on her entering upon a new 
ſcene of life. He prepared her for 
the different manners of Mrs. Spencer 
and her daughters, from any the had 
ever been ufed to, and warned her to 
conform to them as far as ſhe was 
able, without copying them; — add- 
ing, chat it would give hier the -beſt 
opportunity of judging the advantages 
ariſing from a refined education, by 
the ſuperiority of her on. He con- 
cluded with Yefiring to be informed 

: of 
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of any important ſtep or change ſhe 
might be about to take;—and that 
whenever ſne found her uncle's houſe 
unpleaſant, or not exactly according 
to ber wiſhes; that ſhe would return 
to him etill ſome other plan might be 
adopted. — Then delivering her to 
vey W * bid her adieu. N 

bkzabeth fete herſelf f eaſe under 
the protection of her imele, he re- 
ſembled her father, and ſhe felt the 
ſame unrefetve when ſhe converſed 
with him. He, on his part appeared 
delighted with her, — it was long 
ſince he had heard fentiments ſo re- 
fined and well choſen, from the lips 
of a female; —and when he intro- 


duced bis "WEE and gr to 


vol. T: by Bis | 


we. 


*. — 
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his niece, a faint bluſh pervaded his 
(check, and a ſigh capes his boſom. 


1 od oor hs 
with great cordiality, ſhe brought her 
cake and wine, and told her, .** She 
hoped ſhe would ſoon recover the 


Furtigue, of her journey, which muſt 


-have been very dull, for ſhe had heard 


that Mr. Burnaby was one of the moſt 


diſagreebleft men that could be, and 
ſhe wondered how ſhe could ſtay ſo 
long with, him; and that Mr. Spencer 
was but dull company, and ſhe was 
glad the was come, for her garls would 
be pretty company for her!” Of this 
Elizabeth could as yet form no great 
judgment, —chree well grown girts 
fat in a row, and had not dared to 
interrupt their mother in doing the 


| honors 
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'Honors of the houſe, in which cere- 
mony ſhe flattered herſelf ſhe Toe 
not be excelled. 


hy 


6 The eldeft daughter reſembleti her 
mother, both in perſon and manners, 
and might be called rather handſonie; 
the was named Jane, after her mo- 
ther, bur being always offended if ſhe 
was accoſted by any name, but that 
of Miſs Spencer, it now | became a 
matter of debate how ſhe ſhould be 
diſtingnithed from our heroine, who, 
ir was at laſt agreed, ſhould always be 
ealled Miſs Elizabeth Spencer, to 
prevent miſtakes, thou gh Mrs. Spencer 
obſerved, that it was a long drawling 
name, and ſhe ſhould think Miſs Bett, 
or Miſs Lizzy would * found much 
Pretty. Elizabeth, however, liked her 
12 | name 
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name too well to. part with it, or have 
it curtailed, — Elizabeth, therefore, 


| ſhe was to remain. 


The ſecond daughter was named 


Mary; ſhe was not handſome, but was 
very like her father, and with all his 
mildneſs of diſpoſition, ſeldom en- 


gaged in any altercation, but leſt all 


diſputes to be decided by: her mother 
and ſifters. 8. 


The youngeſt daughter was born 
three years after the ſecond,— ſhe had 
the honor of having for her god- 


mother a relation of her mother's, 


who had married a ſoap-boiler in 


London, and who had given her the 


name of Harriet, as being much 
Henteeler: than your Anns, Marys, &c. 
| | but 
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but Mrs. Spencer, though ſhe allowed 
her couſin Jevins (the beforementioned 
lady) to have an exceeding fine taſte, 
yet ſhe could never properly pro- 
nounce the name, always leaving out 
the letter 7, and by turning the e into 
an a, ſhe called it Harrat; a vulgariſm 
by no means pleaſing to the young 
lady, whofe perſon and manners were 
upon a rather more elegant ſcale © 
than the two others. Miſs Harriet 
had read a great deal; that is, ſhe had 
ſtuffed her head without the leaſt im- 
proving her judgment; indeed of the 

latter ſhe poſſeſſed but a ſmall portion. 

—She knew a little of the French 
language, - played a few tunes on an 

old ſpinnet, and had perſuaded her- 
ſelf that ſhe did every thing with a 
t grace. She ſtudied the moſt 
13 lan- 
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nn attitudes, —her voice was 
plaintive,—and ſhe fancied, herſelf 
perſecuted by her ſiſters, when they 
wiſhed to draw her from the con- 
templation of her own excellencies:— 

in ſhort, ſhe believed herſelf to be 
another Clariſſa Harlowe, and only 
wanted a Lovelace to call forth all her 


virtues.— She fed bantams, in imi- 


tation of that lady, and upon every 
little indiſpoſition ſhe Arens out devices 
to ornament her coffins | 
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HARACTERS to her ſo new and 
entertaining, afforded great amuſe- 
ment to Elizabeth, — and on her part, 
ſhe gained the applauſe and good will 

of the whole family. 


| During the time ſhe was unpacking 

her cloaths, and placing them in 
drawers appropriated for her uſe, they 
14 all 


prone, 
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all attended, wondering at,. and 'ad- 


miring every part of her wardrobe; as 


more faſhionable than any thing they 
had ever ſeen;—but when they re- 
peated to their mother, the great ſtock 
of linen, and the number of dreſſes 
which their couſin poſſeſſed, that ſa- 
gacious lady obſerved, That ſo 
<* many of them there kind of things. 
% was nonſenſe, and only made a deal 
* of waſhing.” Elizabeth made a 
preſent to each of her couſins of ſome- 
thing which they particularly ſeemed 
to admire; — but Miſs Harriet af- 
fected to deſpiſe dreſs, though ſhe 
was wretched till all her gowns, &c. 
had gone through a complete alter- 
ation, in order to be exactly the ſame 
as Elizabeth. | 


The 
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The ſentimental Harriet intimated 
to Elizabeth, that they would be in- 
ſeparable friends, that they would 
form an attachmenr which no human 
power could divide,—that they were 
to have no ſecrets hid from each other, 


and in ſhort, have but one ſoul 


between them, and be at once the 
ſiſter of her Os 


Elizabeth, who indeed had lived 
bak little with her own ſex, and had 


never before heard ſuch romantic 


ideas but in ſome novel, did not at 
firſt clearly comprehend her; — ſhe 
thought ſhe was diſplaying her wit 
and therefore treated it as a joke, but 
when Harriet, with a grave counte- 
nance told her ſhe was ſei ious, and 
that it Was the only plan to ſoothe 
„ 


r 
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er the tedious hours of life's dull day,” 


Elizabeth could no longer help laugh- 


* 


were not refined enough to engage in 
ſuch an arduous: undertaking; that 
ſhe ſhould: always love and value her 


as her couſin, but as to any of thoſe 


high flown ideas, ſne never ſuppoſed 
they exiſted any where but in ima- 


gination. Harriet by no means re- 
liſhed this way of thinking, and at- 


tributed it entirely to Elizabeth's bad 


education and want of knowledge, 
chat ſhe ſhould be fo deſtitute of fine 
feelings; for which ſhe pitied her ig- 


norance, and truſted that time and her 


inſtruct ions would work a reformation. 


Elizabeth obſerved with ſurpriſe, 


a * whole family, her uncle not 


excepted, 
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excepted, looked up to Harriet as 


ſhe herſelf had formed but a mean 


opinion of her underſtanding. 


Mrs. Spencer was of a very inferior 


order, and Elizabeth was frequently 
diſguſted with her vulgarity, which 
was ſometimes joined by imper- 


tinence, — ſhe would tell Elizabeth, 


She muſt be glad ſhe was got into 


ſuch a comfortable family, and where 
ſhe lived ſo well, for, thank God, 
they had a good joint of meat every 


day, and ſhe was always for plenty, 


let the times be ever ſo hard. 
„Aye, ſhe would ſay, * there is 


* nothing like having a notable. 


% woman at the head of a family. 
« Your Khan niece, had enough of 
| „ marrying 


—_ 
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cr marrying a fine lady, I believe: 
«Poor man! ſhe played fine pranks 
ec by all account. Did you ever hear 
4% what. became an her, my dear? 

To a queſtion like chis, Elizabeth's | 
colour and countenance gave a more 
expreſſive reply than any words could 
convey; but poor Mrs. Spencer did 
not at all underſtand this method of 
giving an anſwer, and would have 
proceeded to further explanations, if 
Mr. Spencer (who upon thefe occa- 
ſions felt more than can be imagined) 


had not always changed the conver- 


ſation, in order to relieve Elizabeth 
from painful feelings, and at the ſame 


time prevent her returning any ſevere 
anſwer to his wife, which would have 


created a ſtorm too violent for him to 
quell, Such was the ſituation of this 
f truly 
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truly worthy man, whoſe ſhining qua- 
lities would have ornamented his 
profeſſion, and rendered him a - moſt 
diſtinguiſhed character, had "they not 
been ſo totally obſcured hy a marriage 
which at once obliterated his proſ- 
| aN and CNRS Ta mas \ Peace.” 8515 


Mrs. Seay a her three dan! oh- 
ters, exhibited, on a Sunday, a de- 


SEree of finery tO which Elizabeth was | 
utterly + unuſed. The . profuſion of 


ribbons, - necklaces, - chains, and 
lockets, would have furniſhed (with 
a moderate variety) any ſhop in a 


country market- town. Elizabeth, 
whoſe dreſs on that day was always 


plain, though remarkably neat, be- 
came a ſubject of wonder and a little 
| diſpleaſure 10 Mrs, Spencer, who 


fad. 
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- fue ſhe ſuppoled it was for want -of 


knowing better, but ſhe ſhould hint 


to ber, that (next to Squire Afhton's) 
-their's- was the | beſt family in the 
. pariſh; and that it was not a proper 


r "ol de ge to "Rue b e to Fes to church 


The __ mentioned ny con- 


ſiſted of an old unmarried man, who 


"ſuffered very much from the gout, and 


ſeldom or ever left his arm chair, and 


three maiden ſiſters who might very 
well come under the title of tabbies. 
They had a conſiderable ſhare of 
pride, Which they derived from 
tracing their anceſtors back to a very 


enrly period. They were great tafks 
ers, — great managers, very ' cetifo< 


-rious, — remarkably - Plain in their 
385 perſons, 
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perſons, — and beſmeared with ſnuff.— 

They ſo nicely united delicacy with 

propriety, that they complained of 
Mr. Spencer's leaving out certain ex- 

preſſions in ſome, of the chapters of 
the Book of Kings ;—the repeating of 
which, though it ſhocked. their de- 

licacy to hear, yet it hurt their feel · 

ings that any part of the Lacken 

wricings. ſhould be omitted. 


They conſidered lis. Spencer as 
too vulgar to viſit, and ſhe, in ber 
torn, called them et naſty old maids,” 
ſo that between theſe families chere 1 
was no ſoct of -imerconrſe;—but, as 
their pews.were-very. near each other 
at church, a yaſt deal of obſervation 
paſſed on the dreſs and. appearance of 
* Pa. The Miſs Aſhtons, (for 
1 | they 
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they were fill Miſſes though the 


youngeſt had ſeen hier fiftieth year,) 


had a remarkable talent of ſtaring, - 
and ſometimes uſed a glaſs to aſſiſt 
their obſervations, and, if it brought 


any thing new or unaſual to their 
view, they expreſſed their ſurpriſe by 


loud ſpeaking, lifting up their hands 


and eyes, with a thouſand other 


grimaces peculiar to ladies of this 


deſcription, —But if they (as it ſome- 
times happened) were offended by 


any piece of new finery, or particular 


mark of conſequence in the rector's 
family, they were always ſure to utter 
their prayers very-audibly, and to lay 
great emphaſis on particular ſentences. 
Elizabeth's appearance was a ſubject 
which excited all their attention, 
her elegant figure, dreſs, and man- 

| ner 
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ner, were in a ſtile fo ne and ſuperior 
to any thing they had ſeen before, 
that it called forth all their curioſity. 
% Who can ſhe be?—Sure, ſiſter 
«© Betty, the can never belong to the 
“ Spencers! — Dear! - Bleſs me!—TI 
« am ſurpriſed!“ — This was all re- 
peated in a voice ſo many degrees 
above a whiſper, that poor Elizabeth 
felt quite diſtreſſed, as it was very 
evident ſhe was the ſubject of their 
| remarks. On their return home, Mrs. 
Spencer obſerved, that * the Miſs 
«« Aſhton's behaved monſtrous rude at 
is church, but they knowed no better.” 


Elizabeth, by degrees, became uſed 
to Mrs. Spencer's manners, and her 


couſins. being very good humoured 
Vol. I. at, os x. 
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Hhrely; girls, ſhe paſſed her time to- 
lerably 2 


From au _ converſation. of her 
uncle ſhe collected both inſtruction 
and amuſement, whenever an unin- 
terrupted hour allowed her that plea- 
ſure, and he ſeemed nn fond of 
her. 


A circulating library at the neigh- 
bouring town furniſhed them wich 
books, magazines, &c. In one of 
the latter, that Elizabeth was care- 
lefly looking over, ſhe ſaw (and not 
without emotion) the death of Lord 
Landover ;—ſome ideas paſſed in her 
mind in conſequence of this inform- 
ation, which brought back ſcenes dear | 
to her remembrance. Henry Rivers, 

| now 


* 
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now Lord Landover, was, by title 
and fortune, removed to a ſituation 
and rank in life, in which he would 
forget Elizabeth Spencer, if he bad 
not already done ſo.— But this did 
not prevent her looking back upon 
the pleaſing hours ſhe had paſſed with 
him, as marked the faireſt ſhe had 
ever ſeen, and conſequently never to 
be forgotten by her, though never to 
return; yet as fancy reflected like a 
mirror, and will ſometimes turn the 
faireſt colours to our imagination, ſo 
Elizabeth viewed it on the brighteſt 
fide, and reaſoned thus, * why ſhould 
& not Rivers, now that he is come to 
ce his title and eſtate, and of courſe is 
«© his own maſter, ſeek me again? 
« Certainly he will, if it is his in- 
« clination; — and if it is not, I ſhall 
” K 2. "Em 
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e not wiſh to ſee him.— Ah! had I 
*« ſtaid at Mr. Burnaby's, he might 
have come there immediately, and 
<« probably would!” 


Thus did our heroine torment her- 
ſelf by a variety of ſuggeſtions, hoping 
one moment, and deſpairing the 
next;—but ſo loft in contemplation 
of Lord Landover, that ſhe never 
heard her couſin Mary enter the room, 
who was come to tell her that a Mr. 
Hopley, a young clergyman, who was 
juſt come to a living in the neigh- 
bourhood, had called to return a viſit 
her father had made him, but that 
© Papa had given orders to ſay he 
© was not at home, which was what 
© he had never done before to any- 
body; and mamma was very angry 

5 about 
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ce about it, and was telling papa how 
ce wrong he was, and what a ſad thing 
© he had done!“ — Elizabeth was 
much diſpleaſed at being interrupted 
in her preſent cogitations, and not 


feeling ſo much intereſted in any thing 


elſe, anſwered poor Mary rather croſs, 
* That ſhe had no ſhare in any of 
their diſputes, and it would never 
concern her who went, or who came.“ 
Mary, who had never before ſeen 
Elizabeth but in good humour, was 
haſtily retiring, when our heroine, 
recovering her accuſtomed good - na- 
ture, ſaid, „I beg your pardon, 
% Mary, I did not mean any un- 
* kindneſs to you; we will go to- 
& gether and ſee what is the matter.“ 
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Upon entering the room in which 


5 Mr. and Mrs. Spencer, and the whole 


family were aſſembled, Elizabeth was 
really alarmed at the rage and vio- 


| lence: which were diſplayed in the 


countenance of Mrs. Spencer. She 
was repreſenting the great wickedneſs 


of a clergyman's telling a falſhood, 


(which ſhe put in another phraſe,) 


„ more partikler (ſhe ſaid) to another 


clergyman, who might find it out and 
expoſe him.— That how ſhould her 


; poor galls ever get huſhands if folks was 
to be denied coming into the houſe, 


— That ſhe had. heard Mr. Hopley 


| was a very agreeable man,—very 


good company, — and quite funny !-— 
That for her part, ſhe was quite tired 
of living ſuch a moping life, and 


bow did he think his niece would like 


tO 
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to live juſt for all the world as if ſhe 
was ſhut up in one of them there 
nunneries? - As ſoon as Mr. Spencer 


could be heard, he ſaid, he had very 


good reaſons for denying himſelf to 
Mr. Hopley; — that he was by no 
means a character, (though a- cler- 
gyman,) that any prudent parent 
would wiſh to encourage at his 
houſe, and that he very much re- 
pented having given him an oppor- 
tunity of coming to his, by paying 
him a ißt 1 ; 


Mrs. Spencer could in no fort agree 
with her huſband in this important 
point, of courſe Mr. Hopley was to 
be admitted at his next viſit, which 
was not long,, after this fracas haps». 
pened; for Mr. Hopley was not- 
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troubled with that modeſt diffidence 


which would have prevented ſome 


others from repeating a viſit where 
they had been ſo recently refuſed ad- 


mittance. He was not to be inti- 
midated by ſuch a refuſal, for he had 
been heard to ſay, that his neigh- 
bour Spencer had ſome develiſh fine 
girls at his houſe, and he would not 
be long before he unkennel'd them.” 
A few days convinced Elizabeth that 
her uncle had juſt reaſon for wiſhing 
to be favoured as little as poſlible 
with the company of this buck par- 
ſon, which he might (in every ſenſe 
of the word) be ſtyled, than which no 


character can be more defpicaple ;— 


for to diſgrace a profeſſion of the 


higheſt order, and glory in the means 


of bringing it into diſcredit and de- 
gradation, 
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gradation, at once beſpeaks weakneſs 
of mind, united to depravity of the 
heart, —Let a man's vices be what 
they may, whilſt he endeavours to 
conceal them, it is a certain ſign that 
they have not his own entire appro- 
bation, and that he ſome time-or other 
means to amend them :;—But this was 
not the caſe with Mr. Hopley, for he 
ſtood higher in his own eſtimation 
than any other being whatſoever, and 
had never entertained a doubt of his 
not being, in every reſpect, a moſt ac- 
compliſhed character. 


Wich theſe impreſſions he arrived at 
Parkfield Parſonage, where he was 
received with politeneſs by Mr. 
Spencer, but with a gravity of de- 
portment to which that gentleman 
was 
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was not accuſtomed, and which 
would have impreſſed the ſame man- 
ner on any, but ſuch as Mr. Hopley, 
who was bleſſed with ſo happy a de- 
gree of aſſurance that he advanced 
with a free air, ſaying, he had found 
it a develiſh hot ride,” and throwing 
open a light grey frock, he diſcovered 
a waiſtcoat ornamented with the heads 
of foxes, in grey, upon a white 
ground. — Mrs. Spencer obſerving 
it was the . prettieſt thing ſhe ever 
fee, he aſſured her “it was made by 
his own fancy and order, at a manu- 
factory at Mancheſter ; that Sir Harry 
Sweepftakes: and Jack Winner had 
ordered the ſame, and he had no 
doubt but when they appeared in 
London, next winter, he P—— of 


W-— would make the man's for- 
| rune 
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rune at Mancheſter.” Phe reſt of his 
dreſs conſiſted of buck. ſkin breeches, 
buttoned-at the calves. of his legs, — 
boots hanging about his heels, —and 
a ſhort ſtick in one hand, which he 


ſiruck with great force upon the 


other, at the end of every emphatical 
ſentence. 


Miſs Harriet addreſſed him in a 
languiſhing voice, and aſked if he 
had lately read any new publications? 
to which he replied “ No faith, not 


7 I, + have reading enough, in all 


& conſcience, every Sunday; faith 1 
© am deviliſh tired by night, and 


« glad enough to have done with it, 


* though my pariſhoners cannot ac- 


cuſe me of giving them too much: 
no faith, I give them deviliſh ſhort 
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© ſermons, ſoon give them the bleſſ- 
„ing,“ and turning to Elizabeth, 
ſaid, © is not that right? What do 
cc you think of that do&rine?” —Eli- 
zabeth replied, that ſhe thought it 
depended entirely upon the matter, — 
ſhe had heard ſermons which could 
-not be too long, and others that 
could not be ended too ſoon. Aye, 

he replied, and ftaring her full in the 

face, faid, how long have you been 
& jn the country?” to which ſhe an- 
ſwered, “ Not long in this part of the 
& country, but J have never lived any 
c“ where but in the country.” No,“ 
ſaid he, why I could have ſworn I 
© had ſeen you-laſt winter, at Drury- 
© Lane playhouſe.” She aſſured him 
ſhe had never been in London ſince 
i the 
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ſhe was quite a child, and never was 
at any play-houſe in her life. 


. Mrs. Spencer, who feared that Eli- 
zabeth would engroſs all the attention 
of Mr. Hopley, and that her daugh- 
ters would be neglected, at once 
broke the converſation, by aſking 
him if he did not find living alone 
very dull' and melancholy, and if he 
was not moped to death like when he 
ſat down to meals by himfelf; to 
which he gave the good lady ſome 
anſwers which Mr. Spencer thought 
not quite ſo proper for the chaſte ears 
of his niece and daughters, therefore 
interrupted the converſation, by aſk- 
ing Mr. Hopley ſuch queſtions as he 
was not able to anſwer, who prepared 
to take his leave, which he did by 

inviting 
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inviting Mrs. Spencer and the young 
ladies to his houſe, where he told 
them they ſhould be 1 7 with 
bachelor s fare. 


He was no ſooner gone than Mrs. 


Spencer declared ſhe could ſee no 
harm in him ; he ſeemed a good- 
natured, chatty young man, and 
for her part, ſhe might ſee her daugh- 
ters worſe married than to ſuch a one 
as he. 


Harriet ſaid he was lively, and 
his perſon well enough, but it was 
plain he had not read much, and 
ſhe feared he was a rake; but at 
the ſame time comforted herſelf 


that a reformed rake made the beſt 
Ho 6 of 
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of huſbands. Mr. Spencer's ſen- 

timents and thoſe of Elizabeth pretty 
| nearly coincided with ref] pect to this 
| + young man. N 
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HE next afternoon, a walk to 


firmer Perkins's, where they had 


ſyllabub, fruit, and cream, offered 
With a ſimplicity of manners and 
hoſpitality that made ãt doubly wel- 
come, was to Elizabeth much plea- 


ſantef chan the former one, paſſed in 
Mr. Hopley.— But - her- coin had 
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talked much of a viſit to the next 
market town, to ſee the Miſs 
M*+Gowrys, whoſe father had been a 
great linen-draper, but had made a 
. fortune and lived like a gentleman. 
4 They aſſured Elizabeth, that the Miſs 
a M<Gowrys were the moſt accom- 
pliſhed young women of any about 
there, - that Miſs Ann wrote verſes, 
and ſome of them had -been printed 
n the news-papers and magazines, 
0 —and that young M' Gowry was a 
d very agreeable, handſome young man. 


d A viſit to this entertaining family 
l. was therefore effected.— The Miſs 


- M' Gowrys did all in their power to 


n make it as agreeable as poſſible, 
ff they talked of the neweſt faſhions, — 


d of books, of London, &c. &c. and 
d Vol. . x the 
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the young man tried to be very muck 
the thing: He wore his chin buried 
in'rolls of muſlin, —he talked a great 
deat of himſelf and of the number of 

young ladies with whom he was ac- 
quainted very intimately, —all of 


them very handſome, and women of 


great faſnion. The Miſs Spencers 
thought this all very fine, and won- 
dered at Elizabeth for not ſeeming 
equally delighted, —but either ſhe 


wanted | taſte, or - ſome defect there 
muſt be; for ſhe was «not only dull, 
(as Mr. M*Gowry had obſerved) but 


ſhe could not, with any ſpirit, enter 


into the converſation and enter- 


tainments of the day. To diſcloſe a 


ſeeret which ſhe meant to confine to 
her own breaſt, The thought Mr. 
1 {though | very handſome) 
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rhe greateſt puppy ſhe had ever ſeen, 

and the Miſſes very pert and con- 
ceited, ſo that upon the whole, this 
viſit was the leaſt pleaſant of any ſhe 
had made; and as ſhe had no one to 
ſpeak her opinion of theſe ſeveral 
characters, ſhe was obliged, to remain 
filent, and of courſe they ſet her 


down as proud, and Miſs Ann looked 


\ 


PT 


Indeed this was a 13 of tec 


of which Elizabeth had no knowledge; 
ſhe had always ſuppoſed, that in all 


polite. circles the converſation ſhould 
be quite general, ſuch as in which 


every perſon could join and be a 


partaker; — but here it was different, 


the young ladies whifpered, nodded, 
end alluded to ſome paſt occurrence 
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| which only themſelves knew,—or 1 re. 
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| ſpeaking, a vulgar behaviour) ex · 
| tremely prevalent with thoſe who have 
Teen but little of the world, and yet 
Kane) they Know a-great deal; and is 
too often practiced by thoſe whoſe 
education and advantages! in life might 
| have: taught them better, and nothing 
can = more diſguſting or ow bred. . 
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2 Jut to 'retarn to the family of the 
Mt 805 —The young ladies pro- 
miſed t to rerurn the viſit, and come to 
Parkheld, very ſoon, The old gen- 
tleman, who had paſſed all his days 

in the ſhop, ; declinl the honor, and 
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when Harriet Spencer, , with: a, faſt 
voice, invited the. young man, he de- 
clared ſne was very good, but be had 
ſo many engagements, particularly 
with ſome ladies of his acquaintance, 
that he was afraid it would not be in 
his power; — and with this mortifying 
refuſal they parted, to paſs comments 4 
upon each other. Elizabeth frankly 

confeſſed herſelf diſappointec „ and in 
this ſhe was but even with the 


M Gowrys, for ſhe had no ſooner 


left them than the young man ſwore, ; 
« She might be a Baronet's daughter, 
but ſhe had ſeen nothing of the world, 
and was no more to compare With 
Miſs Flinikin, and ſome other girls 
of his acquaintance, than a h MD 
woman was to the Dutcheſs of Be 

wulbire.. | However | 4his might be, . 

Eee ''Vy Elizabeth 


150 ELIZABETH 


Elizabeth wiſhed for no more ſuth 
viſits, —ſhe found more pleaſure and 


ſatisfaction in taking a ride with her 


uncle, who (when diveſted of family 


broils and incumbrances) diſplayed 
great knowledge and taſte, with a 


very entertaining 18 421 both of 


men and manners. a 


f \ Elizabeth's nk! a horſe of her 


_own gave her a ſuperiority in the 


eyes of her coufins, which they did 
not very well reliſh, and though ſhe 


lent it to each to ride in their turn, 
ſtill they wanted to ride at the ſame 


time ſhe did; the two eldeſt particu- 
Jarly, who formed a contrivance of 


| borrowing the baker's and the butcher” 5 


horſes, that they might all go together. 


| Elizabeth” WAS ſometimes offended 
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with their contrivances, às having 


nothing in them either entertaining 
or even pleaſant; but ſhe was good 


humoured and did not like to damp 


any of. their enjoyments, and indeed 
could join in a frolic as well 28 any. of 


them, when there was any real amuſe - 


Feen | 
3 #> : & 


ment to be derived from it. 


The horſes being borrowed and the 


evening appointed, the party ſallied 


out, Elizabeth on her own horſe, and 


Jane and Mary each on their ref - 
pective ſteeds. They went unattended, 

for as Mr. Spencer kept only one man 
ſervant, he had too many employ- 
ments to fill. up his time, to have any 


to ſpare for expeditions like theſe. 


The evening was remarkably fine, 
Men: felt her ſpirits unuſually 
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rated; ud they had akready ſcam 
pered ſome miles, when they agteed 
to ay a race for a Lo of _ 
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>the whoſe borſe Was da 


uled to ſpeed than either of the others, 
bad nearly reached the goal they had 
fixed, and with her hair all blowzed 
and her cloaths flying, was calling to 
her couſins that ſhe had won the 
gloves ; when from a lane cloſe by the 
road, appeared on horſeback, Henry 
Rivers, now Lord Landover. To 


deſcribe the ſurpriſe and embar- 
raſſtnent of Elizabeth would be im- 


poſſible; ſlie drew up her horſe with 
Jo fuddenda erk, that ſhe was nearly 
thrown our of her feat. The name 
of Henry Rivers eſcapetl her before 
"the had a moment for recollection, 
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and he in the ſame inſtant pronounce 
cher af Elizabeth. en 5-9} 17219 


757 3 &. Hay SY 


Fav 3 a le 1s bompaſel herfelf, 


and-adjuſted- her ideas as well as het 
dreſs, ſhe aſked him “ boy long he 
had been in that neighbourhood? and 
added, ** ſhe was very happy to ſee his 
Lordſhip ſo well.” He replied; he 
had been fome days in chat part of 


the country, on a viſit to à particular 


triend, who reſided near that ſpot, and 
that chance and the inducement of a 
fine evening had given him the plea- 
ſure of this meeting Whether Eli- 
Labeth entirely believed this account, 
or whether it gave her more pleaſure 
not quite to credit it, cannot be aſ- 
certained, but certain t is, the was 
a 9 0 19 well pleaſed, except the little 
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embarraſſment ſhe felt herſelf under 
on account of the aykward ſituation in 
which Lord Landover found her. 
The having no attendant, the ſtrange 


figure ſne made, — and the ſtill more 


uncouth ones of her couſins (who by 


this time had joined them) were cir- 


cumſtances for which ſhe made ſeveral 


attempts to account; but the truth 


could only be told, - that they had 


come out for a frolic, without in- 


readings proceed. ſo. yp: 


k 1 1 nary. civil 
alc to Elizabeth, and 
her couſins having catched the ſound 


of my Lord, and your Lordſhip, were 
ſtruck quite mute with aſtoniſhment 


and awe, and kept rather aloof, con- 
wenig themſelves with whiſpers and 
ſignificant 


EL1 ZABETHs | 3 5 3 


ſignificant nods; but Elizabeth intro» 
duced them as her couſins to Lord 
Landover, upon which they fidgete 

about upon their ſaddles, making ſuch 
aukward bows and anſwers as put our 
heroine to the bluſh.—She told Lord 
Landover that ſhe now lived with her 
uncle, who was a very worthy man, 


and in many reſpects very much re- 


fembled | her father. 

They were by * time very near 
Parkfield, and after Lord Landover 
had requeſted permiſſion of Elizabeth 
to allow him the honor of paying his 
reſpects to her, he 3 the ladies a 
u 1 5 
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T was now pretty late, for they had 
rode very flow for the la few miles, 
and Mrs. Spencer s patience being ex- 

hauſted by their long ſtay, ſhe re- 


ceived them with no very harmonious: 
accents, or very pleaſing looks; and 


: 


was beginning, with great vocifer· 
ation, to ex patiate upon the i impro- 


- 


priety c 2 their conduct, when the 
3 X + . 13 | SALE RADIAL 54 7 4% 401 girls 
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girls ſtopped and almoſt petrified her 
by ſaying they were de | 
Lord. Lord!” replied Mrs. 
Spencer, and where does he come 
from) and who is he?“ Ves, 
returned the girls, * a Lord, and one 
« of the handſomeſt, genteeleſt, and 
*© beſt behaved. men they had ever 
„ ſeen!” Mrs. Spencer's anger, upon 
this repreſentation, was quite ap- 
peaſed, and Elizabeth undertook. to 
explain to the whole family who he 
was, and by what means ſhe Herſelf 
became acquainted. with him. Her 
uncle wondered at what gentleman” s 
houſe he could. be viſiting, but ſup- 


poſed i it was at one ſome miles diſtant 
from them, „ and chat as be Was ex- 
ploring che woods, Kc. he might haye 


been led farther than be intended.” 
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„ Rye, like enough,“ ſaid Ms. 
Spencer, “ and 1 hope ſome of you 
c invited him here, and if he comes 
b imploring us, I deſire, Mr. Spencer, 
cc you will exalt yourſelf to give his 
6 Lordſhip a proper welcome, and 
4 not ſit for all the world juſt like a 


„ harmit in à ci,” She then aſked 


Elizabeth what day ſhe thought my 
Lord would come, who could only 
tell her ſhe ſuppoſed very ſoon. 
It may be now time to account to 
my readers for the ſudden appearance 
of Lord Landover.— When every 
thing neceflary had been ſettled after 
his father's death, (which had [haps 
pened ſome months before Elizabeth 
ſaw it in the magazine) he haſtened to 
pay a viſt to Mr. Burnaby, where he 


* expected 


expected to have ſound Elizabeth, 
having heard that ſhe went to reſide 
with that gentleman after the death of 
her father; and nothing could equal his 
diſappointment when he undefſtood 
that ſhe had left bim. With ſome 
difficulty he diſcovered where ſhe 
reſided, for Mr. Burnaby was always 
very reſerved upon the ſubject, and 
would not ſeem to kon here ſhe 
WS; not 


S # 


As ſoon as Lord Landover had diſ- 


covered the place of her abode, he 
recollected an intimate friend, he was 
acquainted with at College, who 
lived about five · and. twenty miles 
from Parkfield; to him; therefore, he 
paid a viſit, and having informed 
himſelf on the: diſtance and ſituation 


55554 K of 
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we Mr. Spencer 5 houſe; under pre- 
tence of looking at an eſtate, he re- 
Paired to the market- town before- 
mentioned, from whence he could 
make frequent excurſions about the 
environs of Parkfield, and it was on 
the abovementioned evening that he 
was ſo fortunate as to meet with the 
Ry of. his purſuit. | | 


It may ſeem to ſavour too aa of 
ancient times, that a man ſhould en- 
gage in ſo much knight errantry, for 
this certainly is not the age when men 
put themſelves to any trouble on the 
ſcore of love. The ſtratagems and en- 
terpriſing parts ſeem entirely to be 
left to the females; even Lord Lan- 
dover would not have liked to have 
had it thought that love had led him 

5 fuch 
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{uch a a chaſe. He knew, not vy 
Elizabeth had intereſted Hin. — lf he 
bad been compelled t to have married 
immediately, ſhe would have been the 
woman he would have choſen; her 
company was Pleaſing to him, and he 
:wiſhed to know where ſhe was, and to 
ſee her again — but it Was with no 
preſent deſign of making an _engage= 
ment for life. He was pleaſed to meet 
with her, and flattered at the. emotion 
his preſence. ogcaſſoned in her, and 
he promiſed; himſelf a ae vit at 
the. Ref VO 


ane: iS 


" the. wean time 1 al- 
LL. her fancy to feaſt. pon. the 


+ 64% © 


ꝓproſpect before her z . chou and 
- agreeable.fcepes, were ,preſaged, and 


even. future. Lord 4580 aroſe f in 
Vol. I. M ; he . 
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- 


her imagination: — But ſhe had pru- 


dence enough to confine all this caſtle 
building to her own breaſt. 


Her couſins were perpetually aſking 
at what hour my Lord would arrive, 
and Mrs. Spencer had not remained 
idle in preparing for ſo great a viſitant. 


Every noiſe, - every time the dog 
barked, to be ſure it muſt be my Lord 
that was coming; even Elizabeth was 
herſelf all agitation. Harriet had 
ſtudied the moſt engaging attitudes, 
and had aſked her ſiſters whether his 
Lordſhip appeared grave or gay, 
| that the mi ght beſt know how to ad- 
dreſs him; whether wich a ſentimental 
grave caſt, or with a wild gaiety, pe- 
culiar to the ſimplicity of youth and 
innocence. 
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innocence. Theſe were perplexing 
points which een not be ae. 
ſettled. 1111 


But all their preparations might 
have been ſpared, at leaſt for that day, 
for no Lord appeared. Mrs. Spencer 3 
began to think they had played her a A 
trick, and framed the ſtory of a Lord Y 
to amuſe her anger when they ſtaid 
out ſo. late. Elizabeth looked grave, 
but ſhe truſted he would not leave the 
country without ſeeing her again, and 
therefore ſhewed leſs impatience. than 
the reſt of them. The day following 

they were again prepared to receive 
him; but as it began to wear away, 
hope again ſeemed to yield to deſpair, 
and Mrs. Spencer, in a very croſs 
a told them to take off their beſt 1 
6 111 caps, Y 
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caps, dad fold up their clean things, 


for ſhe would be made a fool No 
longer. 


This order \ was juſt obejes, and 
all the Miſs Spencers reduced to 
dithabille, when my Lord himſelf ar- 
rived at the gate. The girls all ran 


up fairs, and Mrs. Spencer went 
likewiſe to give ſome neceflary ordeis, 


or to put on ſome ornament, ſo chat 


nobody was left to receive him but 


Elizabeth and her uncle. Indeed ſhe 
would have been very glad to Have 
been ſpared the mortification of his 
Lordthip? $ being a witneſs to the re- 


maining part of the family; but this 
Was a vain hope, for Mrs. Spencer 
was not long before ſhe appeared, in- 
troducing her daughters to his Lord- 


ſhip, 
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ſhip, according to elderſhip, | 
giving each their name at full len Sch. 


T his viſit was not a very long one, 


but from receiving very preſſing in- 


vitations it was ſoon and often re- 
peated. —In the courſe of which Har- | 


riet threw out all' her allurements,— 


ſhe quoted paſſages From different 


authors ſhe had read, for which, 


having a good memory, ſhe was ne- 


ver at a loſs.— She fancied ſhe was 


* 


extremely facetious, —and had an un- 


* WS 


common tenderneſs, 


that ſhe ex- 
tended to flies, fleas, and even leſs in- 


| ſects which ſhe protected and lamented 


over with the moſt pitying epithets. 


But her reading neither improved her 


judgment, — her underſtanding, —or | 


her taſte,—al] of which ſhe borrowed 
r 8 


from 
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from others, and frequently ſported a 


ſentiment as her own, even in the pre- 
ſence of the perſon from whom ſhe 


heard it. Such a character, however 


little it may be eſteemed by thoſe who 
are more perfectly acquainted with it, 


is by the world confidered as amiable; 
| ſuch ſuperficial knowledge, joined to 


a defire of univerfal applauſe, ſeldom 
fails to obtain the effect, and is always 
lore to claim attention. 


Lord Landover, therefore, ſeeing 
Harriet the oracle of the family, 
(though Elizabeth was his object) 
paid her particular attention, as well 
in compliment to Mr. and Mrs. 
Spencer, as that he did not wiſh his 


viſits ſhould be placed entirely to the 


attractions of Elizabeth. This con- 
| ” | duct 
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duct was ſufficient. to conſtitute . him 
the lover of Harriet, not only by 
herſelf, but even her father, who ſome- 
times gave way to a tranſient hope. 
As to Mrs, Spencer, ſhe thought of no- 
thing but titles, equipage, and {| plen- 
dour, —coronets danced before- her 
fight, and ſhe-had already aſſumed a 
very different carriage, upon the 
idea of ſo ſoon becoming the mother 
of a Viſcounteſs. , 

Theſe: expectations. being but too 
apparent, Lord Landover thought it 
high time to. take his deparrure, - 


He was rather in an unpleaſant 
caſe, - the family conſidered him the 
lover of Harriet, whilſt, if he loved at 
all, it was Elizabeth. Though he had 
made 
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made no declaration to either, —ſtill 
| the claimed the firſt place in his 
Heart, and the hours he paſſed with 
her were the happieſt he knew; yet 
to make her an offer, or engage her 
by a promiſe, was what he wiſhed at 
preſent to avoid. He was very 
young, — he had a fine fortune, — he 
had not ſeen enough of that world 
in which he meant to figure, to juſ- 
tify his making ſo early a choice ;— 
and though Elizabeth was the woman 
he Wiſhed to make his wife, yet his 
Heart recoiled at the idea of marriage. 
—To begin where others end, to 
have no time to appear as a daſhing 
fellow, amongſt his gay companions, 
With whom he had been at'fchool and 
at college, with the clog of a wife, 
Was 88 Yet to leave his 

Elizabeth, 
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* 


Elizabeth, the ſweet girl from. whoſe 
pattial {miles he fancied, A returning, 
paſſion To leave her unengaged 5 
and perhaps to hear ſhe was the wife 
of another, — there was diſtraction i in 
the thought! Having, therefore, for 
ſome days ruminated upon the ſubject, 
he came to a determination of {| peak- 
ing to Elizabeth in ſuch a manner as 
ſhould convince ber of his partiality, 
but at the ſame time make no en- 
gagement. Accordingly, at his next 
viſit to Mr, Spencer's, he announced 
his intention of leaving the country, 
—a declaration which was received 
with the utmoſt marks of aſtoniſhment = 
by the whole family, except Eli- 
_zabeth, who exprefſed no ſurprize at 
this intelligence;—ar the ſame time 
her: heart felt a pang, and her checks 

' underwent 
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underwent an alternate degree of red 


and pale. But this the family were 


ea much engroffed, by the ſudden 
and unexpected intention of his 
Lordſhip, to notice. 


They all joined in expreſſions of 
wonder, and a little of diſpleaſure. 
Mrs. Spencer ſaid, Why, hey-day, 
I never thought - o'this! — Why 


, what,” ſure, my Lord, you don't 


mean for to go ſo ſoon?” His Lord- 
ſnip replied he meant to ſet out early 
the next morning, upon buſineſs 
which required his immediate pre- 
ſence, and that he ſhould carry with 
him an, everlaſting remembrance of 
their polite attentions. Not a word 
was now uttered.— Harriet's face was 


Kam with the deepeſt melancholy! 


Hi} —Þut 
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— But how was their ſurpriſe increaſed, 


when juſt before his departure he re- 
queſted a few words in private with 
Elizabeth, who immediately aroſe toac- 
company his Lordſhip into the garden. 


As ſoon as they had left the room, 
Mrs. Spencer inſiſted upon it that he 
had made a miſtake in the name, and 
in the hurry preceding à declaration 
of marriage, had named Elizabeth for 


Harriet, - and fo pofitive was ſhe in 


this opinion, that ſhe urged Mr. 
Spencer to follow and fet his Lordſhip 
right, who, ſhe was ſure, would find 
himſelf ſadly diſtreſſed. Mr. Spencet 
knew better, and Harriet (with eyes 
ſwimming in tears) told her mother 
that her cruel fate was fixed; for ſhe had 
* een that he prefered Elizabeth. 
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1 ORD Landover was no ſooner 
alone with Elizabeth than he ex- 
preſſed his mortification at being 
"obliged. to leave her. He added, 
that he felt himſelf particularly in- 
tereſted for her happineſs, — that the 
| \pleafanteſt hours of his life had been 
paſſed in her ſociety ane that but 
lor ſome TED, particular reaſons be 

ſhould 
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mould wiſh to make her ſole miſtreſs 
of his life and fortune, by an im- 
mediate union: ſuch, however, was 
the perverſeneſs of his fate, that he 
could not at preſent make her ſuch an 
offer. He looked forward to a 
period when it might be in his power; 
in the mean time lie Hoped ſhe would 
not make a precipitate choice, and 
that forturie would again throw them 
together before chat event ſhould take 
Place. 


This Was now the ſecond Pati 
ſcabe between Lord Landover and 
Elizabeth, and'during his ſpeech ſhe 
had time to collect ſuch a command 
over herſelf that he ſhould not dis- 
cover the leaſt traces 'of her former 
weakneſs. She told him, -fhe felt 
herſelf 
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"herſelf much indebted to him, or any 
of her friends, for the regard they ex- 
preſſed for her future welfare, that 
at preſent ſhe had no intention of im- 
mediately changing her ſituation ;—as 

yet ſhe had never ſeen the man to 
whom ſhe would give her hand, and 
which ſhould never be beſtowed with- 
out ber heart, - and whenever he 
heard of her marriage, he might be 
aſſured che one would accompany the 
other. The manner in which ſhe 
delivered this ſpeech was ſpirited, and 
ſuch as betrayed not the leaſt ten- 
dency to chat weakneſs he had before 
obſerved, and perhaps again expected 
to find; he, therefore, felt diſap- 
pointed, and was going to ſay ſome- 
thing, perhaps with a view of exciting 
r ee when ſne ſaid, My 
: „Lord, 
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Lord, our ſtaying any longer from 
« the family will occaſion particular 
* obſervation,” and not giving bim 
time to anſwer, in a manner perfectly 
collected, ſhe returned to the houſe. 


Lord Landover immediately fol- 
lowed, and in rather an aukward and 
embarraſſed manner took his leave. 
Mr. Spenc er gave him a polite in- 
vitation whenever: he came again into 
that country; but Mrs. Spencer caſt 
a malignant look at him, and would 
not utter a word. The two eldeſt 
girls wiſhed him health and happineſs 
ſeveral times over, but Harriet could 
only wave her handkerchief. Eli 
zabeth, with great compoſure wiſned 
him a good journey, —he gave her a 
tender look, and rode away. 
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As foon as he was gone The 


*baftened to her apartment, where, af- 
ter a few fighs ſhe made a vow to 
-herfelf that ſhe would try at leaſt to- 
tally to ſubdue and forget fo filly and 
-miſguided a partiality, which had been 


productive of nothing but diſap- 
pointment; — ſhe felt pleaſed with her- 
ſelf that ſhe had ſhewn ſo much ſpirit, 
and with that approbation ſhe re- 
turned to the family. 


They all expreſſed countenances of 
curioſity, and Mrs. Spencer, after ſome 
minutes ſilence, aſæed her, when it 
was to be? — and whether ſhe did not 


mean to conſult her uncle) —if none 


of them were worthy of her con- 
fidence? Elizabeth told her ſhe was 
quite at a loſs to know her meaning. 

6c Lord, | 
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* 138300 niece, vo know well 


* enough,“ replied Mrs. Spencer, 
my Lord and you have not been 
talking for nothing; - hy we can 
all ſee that he only made poor 
« Harrat the pretence for coming 
< here, like A baſe man as he is, when 
| et all the time you was his ſweetheart.“ 


Elizabeth aſſured her, with great 


mildneſs, that ſhe was miſtaken, and 
that nothing paſſed between her and 


Lord Landover, but what they might 
all have 'heard ;—nor was ſhe any 


ſweetheart of his,—or were they any 
thing to each other. —Upon which 
Mis. Spencer ſaid, Why ſure then 
he did not fay any thing to you like 


< of propoſals for Harrat? for this 
idea ſhe could not eaſily relinquiſh ; 


and when Elizabeth aſſured her that 


Vol. I. N tbe 
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hes converſation which had paſſed 

with Lord Landover had no tendency 
to any thing of that fort, the good 
lady again loſt her patience, and with 
great bitterneſs told Elizabeth, 
Things were come to a fine pals, 
when young women had private con- 
ferences with young Lords, and would 
not tell their neareſt relations what 
they were about, and ſhe thought Mr. 
| Spencer ſhould inſiſt upon knowing.“ 


It was in vain that Elizabeth uſed 
every argument to convince” her that 
the converſation concerned Lord Lan- 
dover only, and therefore ſhe was not 
at liberty to divulge it. Mrs. Spencer 
would bear no r N and e 
"yr malten 5 


Thus 
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Thus was the comfort and good 
Aumour of the family deſtroyed: by 
the ill judging conduct of a young 
wan, who wanted reſolution to put in 
practice thoſe good intentions which 
his heart dictated, and was naturally 
prone to, but who preſerred the ap- 
plauſe of an idle multitude to the more 
ſolid eee of domeſtic comfort. 
. Kliagbeth: paſſed. many 8 
hours, —the little ſatisfaction ſhe had 
known at Parkfield was ſadly changed 
and broke in upon. Her couſins were 
not ſo fond of her as formerly Mrs. 
Spencer was barely civil to her and 
none but her uncle ſeemed to have 
any regard remaining. Her own re- 
flections too on account of Lord Lan- 
dover did not afford her much ſatis- 
Na- faction, 


180 | ELIZABETH. 


faden, he could not perſuade her- 
ſelf that he had acted quite honorably, 
yet he had never made her any direct 
offer; - but why did he come ſo many 
miles and ſtay ſo long in the neigh- 
bourhood, for the ſake of ber com- 
pany, if he meant e 


In this manner would ſhe reaſon 
with herſelf, when ſofter ſenſations 
and more favorable ideas of him aroſe 
in her breaſt.” Nor was the idea of 
his attractions leſſened by the com- 
pariſon ſhe drew between him and 
the only young men ſhe ſaw at her 
uncle's; — for to complete the family 
hatred towards her, both Mr. Hopley 
and Mr. 'M*Gowry evidently paid 
their viſits there on her account. The 
fit was captivated 70 her perſon, and 

. the 


aY 
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the latter (though he conſidered her as 
proud, and not having ſeen the world) 
liked the idea of her fortune, as well 
as the eclat of marrying a woman of 
good family; and he had no doubt but 
his advice and example would remedy 
the defects of which he at preſent 
complained. 
Theſe two young men commenced 
frequent viſitors and rivals at the ſame 
time. Mrs. Spencer ſagacioully know- 
ing Elizabeth could have but one of 
them, and that the one ſhe refuſed 
might take one of her daughters, be- 
gan to appear better pleaſed, and 
treated our heroine with more kind- 
neſs. Harriet too again reſumed her 
wonted vivacity, for ſne never allowed 
grief to ſit long at her heart, and once 
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again all was peace and gra humour: 
So univerſal is the power and in- 
fluence of the male creation to con- 
ſtitute the happineſs or 9 of che 
weaker ex. 


"3 Mr. Hopkey made his offer to Eli- 
zabeth by declaring, that from the 
firſt moment he had ſeen her, ſhe had 
been in full poſſeſſion of his heart, 


and that he ſhould have told her ſo, 


long ago, but for that d Lord 
Who was always there; but he never 
thought he meant matrimony .—No, 


no, fellows of ſuch fortune knew bet- 


ter. —it was only for the clergy, and 
thoſe who were condemned to the 
country all their days to think of a 
wife, — for who would not | wiſh 
o rave at way and thoſe whole 

fortunes: 
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fortunes and ſtations 5 in life 4 gave chem 
that liberty, were to be envied; ant 
would be fools indeed that” did not 
profit by it. — However, as he Was 
fixed for life in the country, the Was 
the woman he had piched upon to 
ſhare his fate; ſo that as ſoon as he 
could ſettle matters with Her guardians 
the * ſhould be concluded. AL: 


iT: 51 10 


= 


Elizabetk archly os; © ſhe was 
obliged to him for his good opinion, 
but he had forgot one very material 
point, and that was, ber own conſent, 
which, however eligible the offer 
might be, ſhe could never give, and 
therefore adviſed him to reſign his 
liberty to ſomebody more worthy the 
facrifice.” Mr. Hopley, who had 
never allowed the idea of a refuſal to 
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deſtroy his hopes, was all amazement, 


He told her it was deviliſh fooliſh, 
that in theſe days huſbands- were not 
ſo plenty, and, by G, if. ſhe re- 
fafed ſuch offers, ſhe might chance to 
have ſpinſter engraved upon her 
tomb ;—as for: himſelf, he cared not 
that, — ſnapping. his fingers, for 


he could marry whenever he pleaſed.” 


In this manner ended the hopes of one 
lover. bs ; "ABT a 7 ? , 1 f 


And very ſoon aſter, Mr. M*Gowry, 
equipped in che moſt faſhionable ſtile 
of dreſs, begged to have a private 
conference with Elizabeth. He be- 
gan by telling her, with the moſt af 
ſured air, that he had long been 
thinking of ſettling, and if he could 
meet with a woman whoſe mannes 

18 were 
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were well-formed, and who had a little 
money, he ſhould give up buſineſs,, 
for he confeſſed he had a ſhare in his 
father's late ſhop, as it was à de- 
viliſh confinement, and his father had 
got money enough for all the family; 
beſides great expectations which be 
had from other rich relations, ſo that 
his plan was to hire ſome elegant little 
box, —to keep a couple of hunters 
which would occaſionally run: in a: 
little bit of a phæton, —and to live in 
that there ſort of a ſtile as a gentleman. 
ſhould do. That as to marrying, 
there were ſome deviliſh fine girls of 
his acquaintance, who were; ready 
enough--almoſt to aſk him the queſ- 
tion, and faith, one poor thing, was 
abſolutely pining to death, but he 
was determined, whenever he did 
marry, 
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matry,” it ſhould be ſome woman of 


good fortune, otherwiſe it was a de- 
viliſn bore;—and now that he had 
zabeth could have no objection to 


him, or any thing he had propoſed.” 
She was ſo much diverted with the 


manners and conceit of this coxcomb, 
that ſhe had a great mind to amuſe 
herſelf ſtill further, by playing with 
and keeping him in ſuſpence as to 
her anſwer. But when ſhe recollected 
that ſuch characters have ſometimes 
more of cunning than ſhe perhaps was- 
equal to, and that ſhe might be foiled 
by her own weapons, ſhe contented 
herſelf with ſaying, - ©* ſhe was very 
much afraid ſhe had not taſte ſuffi- 
clent to do credit to the ſtile of life 
he had propoſed, and was really ſo 

inſenſible, 
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infenſible, that ſo far from being | 
numbered with thoſe who were dying 
for him, ſhe had not taſte enough to 

wiſh to live for him, therefore under 
{ſuch circumſtances ſhe muſt beg to 
decline the honor he had NG her. * 


Mr. MG Gowry was as much ſurpriſed 
as Mr. Fople had been ;—he fared 
at her, and ſeemed to doubt the evi- 
dence of his own ſenſes. Elizabeth 
could not help ſmiling when he ſaid, 
c ſure, Miſs, you are not in earneſt?” 
* Indeed,” ſhe replied, „I am, and 
ce I wiſh you better ſucceſs in your 
next 'undertaking.” She ftaid juſt 
long enough to hear him ſay, * Oh, 
* as to that, I have no fear, but faith 
this 1 is Ew extraordinary! 6th ah 
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Thus were both her lovers dif- 
miſſed, and as they did not frequent 
the Pöuſe alter this, Mrs. Spencer's re- 
ſentment to Elizabeth returned in its 
full. force, and. ſhe repreſented. to Mr. 
Spencer, that as long as his niece 
continued there, his dau ters would 
have no obance of getting huſbands; 
for ſhe affronted every body that came 
to the houſe, becauſe ſhe thought no- 
body was equal. to that wicked Lord, 
who had brought nothing but diſap- 


pointment and ill luck to them. 


Mr. Spencer, who 3 loved his 
niece, and knew that ſhe was in no 
way accountable for any of their mif⸗ 
adventures, endeavoured to ex poſ- 
tulate with his wife on her in- 
nocence, but this was only adding 

| fuel 
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fel to the fire. She inveighed 
againſt her with the moſt violent and 
bitter accuſations, and poor Mr. 
Spencer was obliged to be filent in 
order to obtain peace. 


This, however, was not the worſt of 
the bufineſs;—fhe led Elizabeth ſo 
unpleaſant, a life, by repeated hints of 
Lord Landover, that ſhe began to be 
quite tired of her ſituation. Nothing 
now was invented or contrived for her 
amuſement, — the day hung heavy and 
the evenings were long and irkſome: 
This ſhe could have borne had not 
ill. natured remarks rendered it 
inſupportable. | 


Elizabeth had received frequent 
invitations from her - aunt, Lady 
T7 Woodville, 
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Woodville, and ſhe had, always 4 
ſome time or other intended to accept 
them, but ſhe deferred it as long as 
poſſible in remembrance of her father's 
advice, who in ſome of his laſt hours 
cautioned her to let judgment and 
experienee direct her, before ſhe ven- 
tured, to embark in the great world 
and it was for this reaſon that he had 
devoted one whole year to her reſi- 
dence at Mr. Burnaby's. She con- 
ſidered chat near three years had now 
expired ſince her father's death, and 
ſhe fancied ſhe had, ſince that time, 
had experience enough to form a 
proper judgment af moſt things; and 
ſhe ſaw no reaſon why ſhe ſhould not 
ſee more of that world, from the 


knowledge of which Experience. was 
to be obtained. | 


She 
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She accordingly '! told: her »unele 
chat ſhe plainly perceived his family 
would be happier without the additian. 


of her company; and that as her aunt, 


Lady Woodville; had long expected 


the. ſhould; pay her a viſit, ſle-thought 


ſhe ought no longer to defer ſhewing 


her that mary bas TO and N | 


/ "Mix Spin Auch hunt at the 
thoughts of. lofing' her company, as 
well as for the danger tö which her 
youth and beauty might be expoſed, 
in a family where gaiety and diſſi pation 
diſpelled all order and regularity. He 
fondly told her, he knew how diſ- 
agreeable her preſent ſituation was 
become, and how much he lamented 
its not being in his power to render it 
more pleaſant, He wiſhed her to 
make 
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make a change, but he caitzioned her 
to be erer upon her guard; and in 
all caſes. of difficulty or dagger to fiy 
to his paternal boſom, from whence 
me ſhould always find ſuccour and 
Protection, though Bs, bad 9 
* 5} e <; 


Elizabeth. atrial a thouſand 
thanks-o- her uncle. for his : kindneſs 
io her, and having made the neceſſary 
arningeinenis for her journey and re- 
geived anfwers to the letters ſhe had 
ſent to Lady Woodville, the 1 
Lor her ee, bye 1 
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